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  Jesus said the people who had been fed the day before were not seeking HIM; 
they just wanted more bread.  “But the multiplying the loaves was just a sign 
of a deeper reality, and that deeper reality is the content of what He says, the 
words He speaks in 6:26-58.”    Jesus’ sermon on the Bread of Life, along with 
the response to it, is the climax of the Lord’s entire Galilean ministry.  After 1 
year of ministry there:  “Galilee, what will you do with Me?”  Read :48-66. 
  :59 These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum.  A 
3rd-century synagogue is still there.  Jesus claims to be the Bread of Life.  
These verses describe the reaction of the disciples:  some chose to not believe 
and to reject Him :60-66; others chose to accept and believe in Him :67-69. 
  :60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a 
difficult statement; who can listen to it?”  Many had chosen to attach 
themselves to Jesus the teacher (disciples, learners), but this doesn’t indicate 
they were true believers.  A person may learn something from someone else 
and yet not put that knowledge into practice or make it a part of his/her life.  
Hear, believe, call (Rom. 10:9-15). Repent and believe (Mk. 1:15).  They 
were not saying His statements were difficult to understand; they were saying 
that they were harsh and offensive (sklēros, lit. a hard word, hard to accept). 
  He had done amazing signs.  He had made astounding claims: “If you want 
to have life, I’m the only one who can give it.  I have descended from heaven.  
I am greater than Moses.”  Some responded with outright rejection.  Some 
with a shallow faith.  Some with true faith.  By demanding that He be 
acknowledged as the Bread of Life (:33,35,48,50, 51) and insisting that eternal 
life is found only in fully committing to Him (:51,53-58), Jesus required more 
than many were willing to give. 
  “As long as they perceived Jesus to be a source of healing, free food, and 
deliverance from enemy oppression, the self-serving disciples flocked to Him.  
But when He demanded that they acknowledge their spiritual bankruptcy, 
confess their sin, and commit themselves to Him as the only source of life, 
they became offended and left.”  These false disciples did not follow Jesus 
because of who He was, but because of what they wanted from Him. 
  :61-62 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, 
“Does this cause you to stumble?  :62 What then if you see the Son of Man 
ascending to where He was before?  The response of Jesus to their reaction is 
to tell them more about what will happen to Him in the future. He’s the issue!! 
  They grumbled (skandalizō, took offense) at His words (Ex. 16:2).  The rock 
which was to be the cornerstone was also the rock of stumbling. The words of 
Jesus therefore caused division in those who claimed to be His disciples.  They 
stumbled at the scandal of the flesh and blood of Jesus.  How do you respond? 
  :62 If the eating His body and the drinking His blood were offensive to His 
followers, what would they do with His ascension? (Several times Jesus’ future is 
referred to: 3:13, 8:21, 14:3, 16:10, 17:11, 20:17).  He was about to ascend where 
He was before, but by the way of the Cross, Resurrection, and Appearances.  
  :63-64a It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing (nothing at 
all); the words (rhēma) that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.  :64a 
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But there are some of you who do not believe.”  As the disciples were making 
decisions concerning Jesus, He stated the facts that illuminated everything. It’s 
the Spirit who makes alive, brings to life (see 3:5-8).  If you want life, there is 
only one way to get it; it is by believing in the One who is Life, and realizing 
it’s only the Holy Spirit who gives life. The flesh profits nothing (an amazing 
statement!).  See Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane: The spirit is willing but the 
flesh is weak.  See 15:5, 2 Cor. 3:4-6.   
  My very words are spirit and life; they reveal who I truly am.  Later on in 
8:37,43,47, the disciples who don’t believe will reject His words. 
  After Jesus’ being lifted up (3:14, His death and resurrection and appearances 
were completed), He would ascend back to His Father.  Then He would pour 
out the Spirit.  Only the Spirit can give Jesus’ life to believers.  The Lord 
exhorted those who took issue with eating His flesh (6:52) to focus instead on 
partaking of eternal life (:53-58).  That which born of flesh is flesh (3:6). 
 The issue was not a lack of information, but a lack of faith.  What was needed 
was a faith based on the Person and words (and future works) of Jesus. 
  :64b-65 For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who it was that would betray Him.  :65 And He was saying, “For 
this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been 
granted him from the Father.”  God’s gift and mankind’s choice. 
  :64b When Jesus showed that unbelief was the root of this reaction, the great 
majority of the crowd turned away from Him.  Were it not for God’s gift, there 
would have been nothing but rejection.  Judas Iscariot: The supreme example 
of an unbelieving, unaccepting false disciple.  He would betray Jesus. 
  :65 “I do believe; help my unbelief.” (Mk. 9:24).  “If you knew the gift of 
God & who it is who is talking with you” (Jn. 4:10).  To not believe and to 
betray Him are choices.  The Father and Jesus give us opportunities to know 
Him, and we make the choice to believe and accept, or not believe & reject.  
  Read :66-71. :66 As a result of this [could also be translated “from this time”] 
many of ‘His disciples’ withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore.  
The power of the words of Jesus reveal who are truly His.  If they resist the 
truth, then they lose the capacity to see and hear more.  Jesus’ words revealed 
people’s hearts.  Many chose not to follow Him.  Although for months, Jesus 
had taught in Galilean cities and villages (Mt. 4:23) and performed many 
miracles in their midst, they still refused to believe in Him.  Mt. 11:20-24. 
  :67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 
His question anticipates a negative answer: “You surely don’t also wish to go 
back, do you?”  :68-69 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go?  You have words (rhēma) of eternal life.  :69 We have believed and have 
to come know that You are the Holy One of God.” :68-69 Here Peter speaks 
on behalf of the Twelve, making a full confession of faith in Jesus as the Holy 
One of God.  :68 Peter had caught that Jesus truly was the Bread of Life.  Life 
is found in the Father, Jesus, and the Spirit alone.  Peter’s loyalty was based 
on a personal relationship to Jesus.  Once a person has tasted the life that Jesus 
offers, nothing else satisfies.  “3 things we can’t deny: there are Your words 
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and there are Your signs and there is You!” 
  :69 After 2 years of observing You, listening to You, and watching You, we 
have believed and have come to know (actions completed in the past but with 
continuing results).  He has come to know Jesus to be the Holy One of God 
(also see Mk. 1:4 and Lk. 4:34).   Jesus is God’s Holy One, belonging to the 
Father, sent by the Father, and filled with and led by the Spirit.  The 12 saw 
Him for who He really was: God’s Holy One!  Later Peter would say to Him, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16).  
  :70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet 
one of you is a devil?”  :71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot 
[surname of Judas], for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.  One of 
them, that Jesus chose after a night of prayer, was Judas Iscariot (Lk. 6:12-16). 
  :70b-71 Judas was a devil!  A presence of Satan among the 12:  Mt. 16:23; 
Mk. 3:13-19, 8:27-33.  Devil means a slanderer or false accuser.  Judas was a 
tool of Satan betraying the One he claimed to love.  Judas is reflecting the 
image of his father.  Satan, the supreme adversary of God, used Judas as his 
tool in opposing the work of God (13:2,27, Lk. 22:3).  That does not excuse 
Judas for this horrific act.  Judas had no less opportunity than any of the others 
to know and believe in Jesus.  He even did miracles in Jesus’ name.  Though 
a highly favored one, he was going to commit this terrible deed.  Knowing 
Jesus as God’s Holy One made his betrayal all the more heinous. 
  The other 11 must have been shocked; “There’s a traitor in our midst!”  They 
had no idea who it was even at the Last Supper (13:21-22). 
   CONCLUSION Some among us may want to stay with Jesus for our own 
purposes; we want to use God.  Some of us may have started well, but we’ve 
chosen to drop out.  You chose not to follow truth when once you saw what it 
involved.  Yet there are some who will never leave; you can’t quit.  Which are 
you?  It’s never too late to begin the incredible journey of following Jesus! 
  What is one special truth you’ve learned about Jesus from chapters 1-6?  
What impact has it had on your life? 
 
 
  INTRO  At the end of Jesus’ public Galilean ministry (as recorded by John), 
we see intentional rejection by the great majority of His followers (:52-71). 
  :60 “One valuable thing about any miracle is that it points to Jesus.  If the 
Jews took that statement as a precedent for OT interpretation, the only value 
these miracles possessed was that they pointed to Messiah.” 
  :61 The apostle Paul says: We preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block 
(1 Cor. 1:23), and in Gal. 5:11 he referred to the stumbling block of the cross. 
  (You personally could read your opening paragraph at the very first meeting) 
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themselves to Jesus the teacher (disciples, learners), but this doesn’t indicate 
they were true believers.  A person may learn something from someone else 
and yet not put that knowledge into practice or make it a part of his/her life.  
Hear, believe, call (Rom. 10:9-15). Repent and believe (Mk. 1:15).  They 
were not saying His statements were difficult to understand; they were saying 
that they were harsh and offensive (sklēros, lit. a hard word, hard to accept). 
  He had done amazing signs.  He had made astounding claims: “If you want 
to have life, I’m the only one who can give it.  I have descended from heaven.  
I am greater than Moses.”  Some responded with outright rejection.  Some 
with a shallow faith.  Some with true faith.  By demanding that He be 
acknowledged as the Bread of Life (:33,35,48,50, 51) and insisting that eternal 
life is found only in fully committing to Him (:51,53-58), Jesus required more 
than many were willing to give. 
  “As long as they perceived Jesus to be a source of healing, free food, and 
deliverance from enemy oppression, the self-serving disciples flocked to Him.  
But when He demanded that they acknowledge their spiritual bankruptcy, 
confess their sin, and commit themselves to Him as the only source of life, 
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“Does this cause you to stumble?  :62 What then if you see the Son of Man 
ascending to where He was before?  The response of Jesus to their reaction is 
to tell them more about what will happen to Him in the future. He’s the issue!! 
  They grumbled (skandalizō, took offense) at His words (Ex. 16:2).  The rock 
which was to be the cornerstone was also the rock of stumbling. The words of 
Jesus therefore caused division in those who claimed to be His disciples.  They 
stumbled at the scandal of the flesh and blood of Jesus.  How do you respond? 
  :62 If the eating His body and the drinking His blood were offensive to His 
followers, what would they do with His ascension? (Several times Jesus’ future is 
referred to: 3:13, 8:21, 14:3, 16:10, 17:11, 20:17).  He was about to ascend where 
He was before, but by the way of the Cross, Resurrection, and Appearances.  
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But there are some of you who do not believe.”  As the disciples were making 
decisions concerning Jesus, He stated the facts that illuminated everything. It’s 
the Spirit who makes alive, brings to life (see 3:5-8).  If you want life, there is 
only one way to get it; it is by believing in the One who is Life, and realizing 
it’s only the Holy Spirit who gives life. The flesh profits nothing (an amazing 
statement!).  See Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane: The spirit is willing but the 
flesh is weak.  See 15:5, 2 Cor. 3:4-6.   
  My very words are spirit and life; they reveal who I truly am.  Later on in 
8:37,43,47, the disciples who don’t believe will reject His words. 
  After Jesus’ being lifted up (3:14, His death and resurrection and appearances 
were completed), He would ascend back to His Father.  Then He would pour 
out the Spirit.  Only the Spirit can give Jesus’ life to believers.  The Lord 
exhorted those who took issue with eating His flesh (6:52) to focus instead on 
partaking of eternal life (:53-58).  That which born of flesh is flesh (3:6). 
 The issue was not a lack of information, but a lack of faith.  What was needed 
was a faith based on the Person and words (and future works) of Jesus. 
  :64b-65 For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who it was that would betray Him.  :65 And He was saying, “For 
this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been 
granted him from the Father.”  God’s gift and mankind’s choice. 
  :64b When Jesus showed that unbelief was the root of this reaction, the great 
majority of the crowd turned away from Him.  Were it not for God’s gift, there 
would have been nothing but rejection.  Judas Iscariot: The supreme example 
of an unbelieving, unaccepting false disciple.  He would betray Jesus. 
  :65 “I do believe; help my unbelief.” (Mk. 9:24).  “If you knew the gift of 
God & who it is who is talking with you” (Jn. 4:10).  To not believe and to 
betray Him are choices.  The Father and Jesus give us opportunities to know 
Him, and we make the choice to believe and accept, or not believe & reject.  
  Read :66-71. :66 As a result of this [could also be translated “from this time”] 
many of ‘His disciples’ withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore.  
The power of the words of Jesus reveal who are truly His.  If they resist the 
truth, then they lose the capacity to see and hear more.  Jesus’ words revealed 
people’s hearts.  Many chose not to follow Him.  Although for months, Jesus 
had taught in Galilean cities and villages (Mt. 4:23) and performed many 
miracles in their midst, they still refused to believe in Him.  Mt. 11:20-24. 
  :67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 
His question anticipates a negative answer: “You surely don’t also wish to go 
back, do you?”  :68-69 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go?  You have words (rhēma) of eternal life.  :69 We have believed and have 
to come know that You are the Holy One of God.” :68-69 Here Peter speaks 
on behalf of the Twelve, making a full confession of faith in Jesus as the Holy 
One of God.  :68 Peter had caught that Jesus truly was the Bread of Life.  Life 
is found in the Father, Jesus, and the Spirit alone.  Peter’s loyalty was based 
on a personal relationship to Jesus.  Once a person has tasted the life that Jesus 
offers, nothing else satisfies.  “3 things we can’t deny: there are Your words 
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and there are Your signs and there is You!” 
  :69 After 2 years of observing You, listening to You, and watching You, we 
have believed and have come to know (actions completed in the past but with 
continuing results).  He has come to know Jesus to be the Holy One of God 
(also see Mk. 1:4 and Lk. 4:34).   Jesus is God’s Holy One, belonging to the 
Father, sent by the Father, and filled with and led by the Spirit.  The 12 saw 
Him for who He really was: God’s Holy One!  Later Peter would say to Him, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16).  
  :70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet 
one of you is a devil?”  :71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot 
[surname of Judas], for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.  One of 
them, that Jesus chose after a night of prayer, was Judas Iscariot (Lk. 6:12-16). 
  :70b-71 Judas was a devil!  A presence of Satan among the 12:  Mt. 16:23; 
Mk. 3:13-19, 8:27-33.  Devil means a slanderer or false accuser.  Judas was a 
tool of Satan betraying the One he claimed to love.  Judas is reflecting the 
image of his father.  Satan, the supreme adversary of God, used Judas as his 
tool in opposing the work of God (13:2,27, Lk. 22:3).  That does not excuse 
Judas for this horrific act.  Judas had no less opportunity than any of the others 
to know and believe in Jesus.  He even did miracles in Jesus’ name.  Though 
a highly favored one, he was going to commit this terrible deed.  Knowing 
Jesus as God’s Holy One made his betrayal all the more heinous. 
  The other 11 must have been shocked; “There’s a traitor in our midst!”  They 
had no idea who it was even at the Last Supper (13:21-22). 
   CONCLUSION Some among us may want to stay with Jesus for our own 
purposes; we want to use God.  Some of us may have started well, but we’ve 
chosen to drop out.  You chose not to follow truth when once you saw what it 
involved.  Yet there are some who will never leave; you can’t quit.  Which are 
you?  It’s never too late to begin the incredible journey of following Jesus! 
  What is one special truth you’ve learned about Jesus from chapters 1-6?  
What impact has it had on your life? 
 
 
  INTRO  At the end of Jesus’ public Galilean ministry (as recorded by John), 
we see intentional rejection by the great majority of His followers (:52-71). 
  :60 “One valuable thing about any miracle is that it points to Jesus.  If the 
Jews took that statement as a precedent for OT interpretation, the only value 
these miracles possessed was that they pointed to Messiah.” 
  :61 The apostle Paul says: We preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block 
(1 Cor. 1:23), and in Gal. 5:11 he referred to the stumbling block of the cross. 
  (You personally could read your opening paragraph at the very first meeting) 
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