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  Friends, one indisputable certainty of life here on earth is that it will someday 
end. What man can live and not see death? Ps. 89:48, 90:10, Heb. 9:27, 1 Cor. 
15:21-22, Rom. 5:12.  Death often comes suddenly, unexpectedly, “leaving 
words unsaid, plans unfinished, dreams unrealized, and hopes unfulfilled.” 
  That was not the case with Jesus.  “His was not the death of a victim; it was 
the death of a victor.”  Remember He had said to Pilate, “No one takes My 
life.”  Jesus willingly gave up His life.  He would never have physically died 
since He had never sinned.  It was on the cross that the glory of both the Son 
and the Father was most brilliantly displayed in the midst of a fallen world. 
  Jesus was crucified at 9:00 a.m. (Mk. 15:25) & gave up His spirit at 3:00 p.m.   
  The good news of God’s message is that Jesus has conquered death.  Read   
1 Cor. 15:3-5a.  Jesus died.  He was buried.  He was raised from the dead.  He 
appeared to many eyewitnesses.  In our last study, we observed Jesus’ death 
on the cross: His work on our behalf, to be obedient to His Father’s will, to 
deal with us as sinners and for our sins, and to provide eternal life to all who 
would believe in Him.  Jesus willingly took our place and for all the sin issues 
(sins—offering forgiveness; sinners by nature—becoming saints; sinners by 
heredity—becoming IN Christ; and sin in the flesh—walking by the Spirit).   
  Let’s read what took place between Jesus’ death and His resurrection from 
the dead.  Read Mt. 27:51-66, Mk. 15:38-47, Lk. 23:47-56, Jn. 19:31-42. 
 
  Read 19:31-37.  :31 Then the Jews [religious leaders], because it was the day 
of preparation [for the Passover], so that the bodies would not remain on the 
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that 
their [the men’s] legs might be broken, and that they [their bodies] might be 
taken away.  The normal cruel Roman practice was to “leave crucified men 
on the cross until they died (and this could take days) and then leave their 
rotting bodies hanging there to be devoured by vultures.”  The Jewish day of 
preparation was Friday.  Then the Sabbath came on Saturday.  The Passover 
feast lasted 7 days.  But because it was a special time (the Passover), the Jews 
wanted those three individuals on the cross dead and their bodies not be left 
on the cross.  According to Dt. 21:22-23, to leave the bodies exposed on the 
crosses would have, in their minds, defiled the land.  So they asked Pilate that 
the men’s legs might be broken.  It involved smashing the victim’s legs with 
an iron mallet.  Therefore, the men wouldn’t be able to push up with their legs.  
When the strength in their arms gave out, they suffocated. 
  Pilate must have given permission.  :32 So the soldiers came, and broke the 
legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; :33 but 
coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break 
His legs.  Pilate questioned the centurion as to whether He was already dead 
(Mk. 15:44).  The centurion, who knew his business, said, “Yes, He’s dead!” 
  :34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately 
blood and water came out.  One of the four soldiers took his spear and pierced 
Jesus’ side.  Immediately “the blood of the heart mingled with the fluid of the 
pericardium, which surrounds the heart.”  The writer John is emphasizing that  
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Jesus was truly dead.  These soldiers knew their role.  It was probably just to 
be sure Jesus was dead, but “perhaps simply an act of brutality” (:37, Is 53:5, 
Zech. 12:10, Ps 22:16).  1 Jn. 5:6-8 says, “…For there are three that testify:  
the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.”  
We’re told in 1 Jn. 1:7, “The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.” 
  :35 And he who has seen has testified [And the man who saw this is our 
witness], and his testimony is true [accurate, undeniable reality]; and he knows 
(3609a) that he is telling the truth, so that (hina) you also may believe.  John 
says, “I was there; I saw this with my own eyes!  I know this, my testimony is 
true, it matches the facts.”  This is evidence of an eyewitness.  It’s given so 
that we, the readers, would come to faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior and 
Jewish Messiah.  We realize even today, that at the foot of the cross there stood 
both those who would reject Him and those who would believe.  How would 
you have responded?  Better yet, how have you responded to Jesus today? 
  :36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture [Ps. 34:20], “NOT A 
BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN (or CRUSHED or SHATTERED).”  According to Ex. 
12:46 and Num. 9:12, no bone of the Passover lamb was to be broken. 
  :37 And again another Scripture says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM 
THEY PIERCED.”  They shall look on Him whom they have pierced is a Greek 
rendering of the Hebrew text of Zech. 12:10.  This passage is quoted in both 
Mt. 24:30 and Rev. 1:7, which indicates God Himself was pierced when His 
representative, the Shepherd (Zech. 13:7) was pierced. Ps. 69:20 says 
prophetically, Reproach has broken my heart.  This will again take place 
when Jesus comes again, when the repentant remnant of Israel will mourn over 
rejecting and killing their King (Rev. 1:7). 
 
  Read 19:38-42.   The burial of Jesus.  Remember, Jesus’ closest followers all 
ran away (Mk. 14:50) although Peter and John were in the courtyard and John 
was at the crucifixion.  :38 After these things [after it was all over], Joseph of 
Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews (the 
Jewish leadership], asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; 
and Pilate granted permission.  So he came and took away His body.  “Two 
came forward to honor in death the man they had not been brave enough to 
acknowledge openly when He was alive.” 
  After the evening with His Eleven and His prayers, Jesus was arrested.  There 
were the six different ‘trials’.  Then Jesus was sentenced to death, and He died 
a criminal’s death on a cross.  Now we read of two men, Joseph of Arimathea 
(a town about 20 miles NW of Jerusalem) and Nicodemus a leading Pharisee, 
volunteering to bury Jesus’ dead body.  Joseph was rich (Mt. 27:57), a 
prominent member of the Sanhēdrin (Mk. 15:43, Lk. 23:50), a good and 
righteous man who apparently had not agreed with the Sanhēdrin’s decision 
to condemn Jesus (Lk. 23:51).  Either he had absented himself from the 
meeting of the Sanhēdrin (or never been invited!) or he had sat silent through 
it all.  He was waiting for the kingdom of God (Mk. 15:43).  He was also a 
disciple of Jesus (Mt. 27:57), although a secret one because of his fear of the  
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Jewish religious leadership.  He requested the body of Jesus.  Pilate, having 
determined that Jesus had really died (Mk. 15:44-45), granted the request. 
  Joseph was joined by another Sanhēdrin member, Nicodemus, that we met 
back in chapter 3.  :39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night [3:1-
18], also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloēs, about a hundred 
pounds weight (lit. 100 litras, 12 ounces each, about 75 pounds).  Jews didn’t 
embalm bodies like Egyptians; they anointed them in spices and wrapped 
them in linen wrappings.  75 pounds of spices was a lot!  Myrrh was a fragrant, 
gummy resin.  It’s from a tree that grows in Arabia and is prized for its 
perfume.  Aloēs (al-o-ays) are derived from the pulp in the leaves of a plant 
that belongs to the lily family. The fragrances would counteract the odor of 
decaying flesh, the smell of decomposition.  Remember Martha’s comment 
about her brother Lazarus’ who had died and after 4 days, he would already 
have an odor (11:39): “Lord, by this time there will be a stench.”  It’s amazing 
these two men loved Jesus enough to risk their lives for His dead body.  It cost 
them in terms of money and time and reputation; there was not any personal 
gain to their act.  It was just an act of worship. 
  :40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the 
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews [Following Jewish burial custom, 
they wrapped Jesus' body with the spices in long sheets of linen cloth].  There 
was also a covering, a large sheet (Mt. 27:59, Mk 15:46, Lk 23:53).  Neither 
Joseph nor Nicodemus nor the women (Lk. 23:55-24:1) were expecting Jesus 
to rise from the dead.  They just wanted to honor their dead Messiah and Lord.  
  :41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  The tomb was Joseph’s 
own tomb (Mt. 27:60).  Is. 53:9 points out the suffering Servant would be with 
a rich man in His death.  
  :42 Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation [for the Passover], 
since the tomb was nearby, they laid [the body of] Jesus there.  We don’t know 
where Golgotha was, so we don’t know the exact location of this tomb.  It had 
to be fairly close to the crucifixion site because it was getting close to the 
beginning of the Sabbath, which would begin at sundown.  They and the 
women intended to return early on Sunday morning to complete the burial 
process.  Observe what the writer John didn’t mention that we find in the other 
three Gospels.  In those accounts we read that Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid (Mk. 15:46-47).  Joseph rolled a 
stone across the tomb’s opening.  The massive stone would keep grave robbers 
and wild animals out and the smell of decomposition in.  John doesn’t mention 
the seal on the grave affixed by the order of Pilate at the request of the 
Sanhēdrin.  John also doesn’t mention the guards at the site of the tomb. 
  Mt. 12:40 “So will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth.”  The Jews counted any part of a day as constituting a day.  Part 
of Friday afternoon, Saturday, and part of Sunday morning.  Chuck Swindoll 
and a few others believe Jesus ate the last supper with His disciples on 
Wednesday evening instead of Thursday evening.  This would make three full  
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days and three full nights in the grave.   
  We do know John was an eyewitness of these events.  He’s given us the 
washing of the apostles’ feet, Jesus’ teaching the Eleven, Jesus’ prayer, the 
trials, the crucifixion, the burial (notice, he and Peter didn’t need anyone to 
guide them to where the tomb was on Sunday morning).  These are the facts 
on which we base our beliefs.  Jesus died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and He was buried (1 Cor. 15:3-5).  Jesus was truly dead. 
  There is no resurrection without a dead body.  The miracle of the empty tomb 
depends upon the certainty of Jesus’ death.  As 1 Cor. 15:3-5a states, Jesus 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and He was buried, and He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and He appeared to many 
eyewitnesses.  We’ve seen in the Gospels that Jesus was buried.  However, 
Resurrection Day and Jesus’ many post-resurrection appearances were 
coming!!  Take some time to meditate on these verses and what our Lord and 
Savior went through.  It’s worth our effort and time!  Joel 
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  Friends, one indisputable certainty of life here on earth is that it will someday 
end. What man can live and not see death? Ps. 89:48, 90:10, Heb. 9:27, 1 Cor. 
15:21-22, Rom. 5:12.  Death often comes suddenly, unexpectedly, “leaving 
words unsaid, plans unfinished, dreams unrealized, and hopes unfulfilled.” 
  That was not the case with Jesus.  “His was not the death of a victim; it was 
the death of a victor.”  Remember He had said to Pilate, “No one takes My 
life.”  Jesus willingly gave up His life.  He would never have physically died 
since He had never sinned.  It was on the cross that the glory of both the Son 
and the Father was most brilliantly displayed in the midst of a fallen world. 
  Jesus was crucified at 9:00 a.m. (Mk. 15:25) & gave up His spirit at 3:00 p.m.   
  The good news of God’s message is that Jesus has conquered death.  Read   
1 Cor. 15:3-5a.  Jesus died.  He was buried.  He was raised from the dead.  He 
appeared to many eyewitnesses.  In our last study, we observed Jesus’ death 
on the cross: His work on our behalf, to be obedient to His Father’s will, to 
deal with us as sinners and for our sins, and to provide eternal life to all who 
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  Read 19:31-37.  :31 Then the Jews [religious leaders], because it was the day 
of preparation [for the Passover], so that the bodies would not remain on the 
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that 
their [the men’s] legs might be broken, and that they [their bodies] might be 
taken away.  The normal cruel Roman practice was to “leave crucified men 
on the cross until they died (and this could take days) and then leave their 
rotting bodies hanging there to be devoured by vultures.”  The Jewish day of 
preparation was Friday.  Then the Sabbath came on Saturday.  The Passover 
feast lasted 7 days.  But because it was a special time (the Passover), the Jews 
wanted those three individuals on the cross dead and their bodies not be left 
on the cross.  According to Dt. 21:22-23, to leave the bodies exposed on the 
crosses would have, in their minds, defiled the land.  So they asked Pilate that 
the men’s legs might be broken.  It involved smashing the victim’s legs with 
an iron mallet.  Therefore, the men wouldn’t be able to push up with their legs.  
When the strength in their arms gave out, they suffocated. 
  Pilate must have given permission.  :32 So the soldiers came, and broke the 
legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; :33 but 
coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break 
His legs.  Pilate questioned the centurion as to whether He was already dead 
(Mk. 15:44).  The centurion, who knew his business, said, “Yes, He’s dead!” 
  :34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately 
blood and water came out.  One of the four soldiers took his spear and pierced 
Jesus’ side.  Immediately “the blood of the heart mingled with the fluid of the 
pericardium, which surrounds the heart.”  The writer John is emphasizing that  
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Jesus was truly dead.  These soldiers knew their role.  It was probably just to 
be sure Jesus was dead, but “perhaps simply an act of brutality” (:37, Is 53:5, 
Zech. 12:10, Ps 22:16).  1 Jn. 5:6-8 says, “…For there are three that testify:  
the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.”  
We’re told in 1 Jn. 1:7, “The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.” 
  :35 And he who has seen has testified [And the man who saw this is our 
witness], and his testimony is true [accurate, undeniable reality]; and he knows 
(3609a) that he is telling the truth, so that (hina) you also may believe.  John 
says, “I was there; I saw this with my own eyes!  I know this, my testimony is 
true, it matches the facts.”  This is evidence of an eyewitness.  It’s given so 
that we, the readers, would come to faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior and 
Jewish Messiah.  We realize even today, that at the foot of the cross there stood 
both those who would reject Him and those who would believe.  How would 
you have responded?  Better yet, how have you responded to Jesus today? 
  :36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture [Ps. 34:20], “NOT A 
BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN (or CRUSHED or SHATTERED).”  According to Ex. 
12:46 and Num. 9:12, no bone of the Passover lamb was to be broken. 
  :37 And again another Scripture says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM 
THEY PIERCED.”  They shall look on Him whom they have pierced is a Greek 
rendering of the Hebrew text of Zech. 12:10.  This passage is quoted in both 
Mt. 24:30 and Rev. 1:7, which indicates God Himself was pierced when His 
representative, the Shepherd (Zech. 13:7) was pierced. Ps. 69:20 says 
prophetically, Reproach has broken my heart.  This will again take place 
when Jesus comes again, when the repentant remnant of Israel will mourn over 
rejecting and killing their King (Rev. 1:7). 
 
  Read 19:38-42.   The burial of Jesus.  Remember, Jesus’ closest followers all 
ran away (Mk. 14:50) although Peter and John were in the courtyard and John 
was at the crucifixion.  :38 After these things [after it was all over], Joseph of 
Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews (the 
Jewish leadership], asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; 
and Pilate granted permission.  So he came and took away His body.  “Two 
came forward to honor in death the man they had not been brave enough to 
acknowledge openly when He was alive.” 
  After the evening with His Eleven and His prayers, Jesus was arrested.  There 
were the six different ‘trials’.  Then Jesus was sentenced to death, and He died 
a criminal’s death on a cross.  Now we read of two men, Joseph of Arimathea 
(a town about 20 miles NW of Jerusalem) and Nicodemus a leading Pharisee, 
volunteering to bury Jesus’ dead body.  Joseph was rich (Mt. 27:57), a 
prominent member of the Sanhēdrin (Mk. 15:43, Lk. 23:50), a good and 
righteous man who apparently had not agreed with the Sanhēdrin’s decision 
to condemn Jesus (Lk. 23:51).  Either he had absented himself from the 
meeting of the Sanhēdrin (or never been invited!) or he had sat silent through 
it all.  He was waiting for the kingdom of God (Mk. 15:43).  He was also a 
disciple of Jesus (Mt. 27:57), although a secret one because of his fear of the  
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Jewish religious leadership.  He requested the body of Jesus.  Pilate, having 
determined that Jesus had really died (Mk. 15:44-45), granted the request. 
  Joseph was joined by another Sanhēdrin member, Nicodemus, that we met 
back in chapter 3.  :39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night [3:1-
18], also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloēs, about a hundred 
pounds weight (lit. 100 litras, 12 ounces each, about 75 pounds).  Jews didn’t 
embalm bodies like Egyptians; they anointed them in spices and wrapped 
them in linen wrappings.  75 pounds of spices was a lot!  Myrrh was a fragrant, 
gummy resin.  It’s from a tree that grows in Arabia and is prized for its 
perfume.  Aloēs (al-o-ays) are derived from the pulp in the leaves of a plant 
that belongs to the lily family. The fragrances would counteract the odor of 
decaying flesh, the smell of decomposition.  Remember Martha’s comment 
about her brother Lazarus’ who had died and after 4 days, he would already 
have an odor (11:39): “Lord, by this time there will be a stench.”  It’s amazing 
these two men loved Jesus enough to risk their lives for His dead body.  It cost 
them in terms of money and time and reputation; there was not any personal 
gain to their act.  It was just an act of worship. 
  :40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the 
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews [Following Jewish burial custom, 
they wrapped Jesus' body with the spices in long sheets of linen cloth].  There 
was also a covering, a large sheet (Mt. 27:59, Mk 15:46, Lk 23:53).  Neither 
Joseph nor Nicodemus nor the women (Lk. 23:55-24:1) were expecting Jesus 
to rise from the dead.  They just wanted to honor their dead Messiah and Lord.  
  :41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  The tomb was Joseph’s 
own tomb (Mt. 27:60).  Is. 53:9 points out the suffering Servant would be with 
a rich man in His death.  
  :42 Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation [for the Passover], 
since the tomb was nearby, they laid [the body of] Jesus there.  We don’t know 
where Golgotha was, so we don’t know the exact location of this tomb.  It had 
to be fairly close to the crucifixion site because it was getting close to the 
beginning of the Sabbath, which would begin at sundown.  They and the 
women intended to return early on Sunday morning to complete the burial 
process.  Observe what the writer John didn’t mention that we find in the other 
three Gospels.  In those accounts we read that Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid (Mk. 15:46-47).  Joseph rolled a 
stone across the tomb’s opening.  The massive stone would keep grave robbers 
and wild animals out and the smell of decomposition in.  John doesn’t mention 
the seal on the grave affixed by the order of Pilate at the request of the 
Sanhēdrin.  John also doesn’t mention the guards at the site of the tomb. 
  Mt. 12:40 “So will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth.”  The Jews counted any part of a day as constituting a day.  Part 
of Friday afternoon, Saturday, and part of Sunday morning.  Chuck Swindoll 
and a few others believe Jesus ate the last supper with His disciples on 
Wednesday evening instead of Thursday evening.  This would make three full  
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days and three full nights in the grave.   
  We do know John was an eyewitness of these events.  He’s given us the 
washing of the apostles’ feet, Jesus’ teaching the Eleven, Jesus’ prayer, the 
trials, the crucifixion, the burial (notice, he and Peter didn’t need anyone to 
guide them to where the tomb was on Sunday morning).  These are the facts 
on which we base our beliefs.  Jesus died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and He was buried (1 Cor. 15:3-5).  Jesus was truly dead. 
  There is no resurrection without a dead body.  The miracle of the empty tomb 
depends upon the certainty of Jesus’ death.  As 1 Cor. 15:3-5a states, Jesus 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and He was buried, and He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and He appeared to many 
eyewitnesses.  We’ve seen in the Gospels that Jesus was buried.  However, 
Resurrection Day and Jesus’ many post-resurrection appearances were 
coming!!  Take some time to meditate on these verses and what our Lord and 
Savior went through.  It’s worth our effort and time!  Joel 
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  Read 19:31-37.  
  :31 Then the Jews [religious leaders], because it was the day of preparation 
[for the Passover], so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the 
Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their  [the men’s] 
legs might be broken, and that they [their bodies] might be taken away.  
  :32 So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other 
who was crucified with Him;  
  :33 but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did 
not break His legs.  
  :34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately 
blood and water came out.  
  :35 And he who has seen has testified [And the man who saw this is our 
witness], and his testimony is true [accurate]; and he knows that he is telling 
the truth, so that you also may believe.  
  :36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture  [        ], “NOT A BONE 
OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN (or CRUSHED or SHATTERED).”  
  :37 And again another Scripture [        ] says, “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM 
WHOM THEY PIERCED.”   
 
  Read 19:38-42.  
  :38 After these things [after it was all over], Joseph of Arimathea, being a 
disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews (the Jewish leadership], 
asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted 
permission.  So he came and took away His body.  
  :39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night [3:1-18], also came, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight (lit. 
100 litras, 12 ounces each) [about 75 pounds].  
  :40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with the 
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews [Following Jewish burial custom, 
they wrapped Jesus' body with the spices in long sheets of linen cloth].  
  :41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 
  :42 Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation [for the Passover], 
since the tomb was nearby, they laid [the body of] Jesus there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NLT 31 It was the day of preparation, and the Jewish leaders didn't want the 
bodies hanging there the next day, which was the Sabbath (and a very special 
Sabbath, because it was the Passover). So they asked Pilate to hasten their deaths 
by ordering that their legs be broken. Then their bodies could be taken down. 32 
So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus. 33 
But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they didn't 
break his legs. 34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, 
and immediately blood and water flowed out. 35 (This report is from an 
eyewitness giving an accurate account. He speaks the truth so that you also can 
believe.) 36 These things happened in fulfillment of the Scriptures that say, "Not 
one of his bones will be broken," 37 and "They will look on the one they 
pierced." 38 Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret disciple of  
 
Jesus (because he feared the Jewish leaders), asked Pilate for permission to take 
down Jesus' body. When Pilate gave permission, Joseph came and took the body 
away. 39 With him came Nicodemus, the man who had come to Jesus at night. 
He brought about seventy-five pounds of perfumed ointment made from myrrh 
and aloes. 40 Following Jewish burial custom, they wrapped Jesus' body with 
the spices in long sheets of linen cloth. 41 The place of crucifixion was near a 
garden, where there was a new tomb, never used before. 42 And so, because it 
was the day of preparation for the Jewish Passover and since the tomb was close 
at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

JBP As it was the day of preparation for the Passover, the Jews wanted to avoid 
the bodies being left on the crosses over the Sabbath (for that was a particularly 
important Sabbath), and they requested Pilate to have the men’s legs broken and 
the bodies removed. So the soldiers went and broke the legs of the first man and 
of the other who was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to him, they saw 
that he was already dead and they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers 
pierced his side with a spear, and at once there was an outrush of blood and 
water. And the man who saw this is our witness: his evidence is true. (He is 
certain that he is speaking the truth, so that you may believe as well.) For this 
happened to fulfil the scripture, ‘Not one of his bones shall be broken.’  And 
again another scripture says—‘They shall look on him whom they pierced.’ 

After it was all over, Joseph (who came from Arimathaea and was a disciple of 
Jesus, though secretly for fear of the Jews) requested Pilate that he might take 
away Jesus’ body, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took his 
body down. Nicodemus also, the man who had come to him at the beginning by 
night, arrived bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred 
pounds. So they took his body and wound it round with linen strips with the 
spices, according to the Jewish custom of preparing a body for burial. In the 
place where he was crucified, there was a garden containing a new tomb in 
which nobody had yet been laid. Because it was the preparation day and because 
the tomb was conveniently near, they laid Jesus in this tomb. 

 


