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Dear friends, “While Jesus has protected His disciples from danger with the
thrice-repeated words ‘I AM’, Peter the disciple is betraying his master with
the thrice-repeated denial, ‘Il am not!”” Yet as someone remarked, “One of the
things to remember about Peter is not his bad swordsmanship or his denials,
but along with John, the courage which kept both of them near Jesus when
everyone else had run away.” We’ll also see the first ‘trial” of Jesus take place.

:12-27 are “like a drama present on two stages: Peter’s denials (:15-18,25-27)
and Jesus’ interrogation before Annas (:12-14, 19-24).”

Read :12-18. Jesus had predicted Peter’s denials (13:38). 1% Denial: Mt.
26:58,69-70; MK. 14:54,66-68; Lk. 22:54-57; Jn. 18:15-18. 2! Denial
(according to the Synoptics): Mt. 26:71,72; Mk. 14:69-70a; Lk. 22:58. 3"
Denial (according to the Synoptics): Mt. 26:73-75; Mk. 14:70b-72; Lk. 22:59-
62. Jn. 18:25-27 includes the second and third denials (as counted by John).

:15-16 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now
that disciple was known (1097) to the high priest, and entered with Jesus into
the court of the high priest [so he was allowed to enter the high priest's
courtyard with Jesus]. Peter and John returned to follow the Lord’s
movements. “This courtyard was probably one wing of the palace which was
occupied by Annas; Calaphas may have occupied another wing.” The ‘another
disciple’ was most likely John (20:2-8). So John, somehow known to the high
priest, followed Jesus into the courtyard of Annas. :16 but Peter was [left]
standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, who was known to the
high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter in.
Probably an arched passage leading from an outside gate into this inner court.

:17 Then the slave-girl who kept the door said to Peter “You are not also
one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “[No,] I am not.” Both here
and in Mk. 14:66,69, it is a slave-girl who confronts Peter the first time. Lit.
“Surely you are not also [one] of this man’s disciples, are you?” The question
expected a negative answer. Peter had no reason at all to deny that fact. But
he answered, “I am not!” Wow!

:18 Now the slaves (doulos) and the officers were standing there [in the
courtyard], having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold [on a spring night] and
they were warming themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing and
warming himself. Just picture the scene: Outside, Peter was being questioned
by a slave girl. Inside, Jesus was being questioned by the former high priest
Annas. Perhaps Peter could even see Jesus being questioned.

Read :19-24. :19 [Inside] The high priest then questioned [interrogated] Jesus
about His disciples, and about His teaching [and what He had been teaching
them]. Rather than bringing charges against the Lord and producing evidence
which is the normal way of a trial, the former high priest Annas began
questioning Jesus about His disciples and His teaching. Jewish law protected
the accused from being forced to testify against himself. Jewish law also
taught no trial for life was allowed during the night. In cases of capital
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punishment, Jewish law did not permit the sentence to be pronounced until the
day after the accused had been convicted. No trial was to be held in secret or
at night; the only proper place to hear criminal cases was the “Hall of
Judgment” in the temple. Also, the accused could not be compelled to testify
in his own case. All charges had to be substantiated by multiple supporting
witnesses. See Swindoll’s list of Jewish laws. Good chart on trial rules and
source on pages 346-7 of his book on John.

As Annas was the former high priest, he may not have seen himself bound
by such Jewish laws. As we’ll see later on, at the core of all the religious
leaders’ concern was Jesus’ claim as to who He was (19:7), His claim that He
was the Son of God. Yet Jesus had also called the temple-court from which
they derived much of their profit a ‘den of thieves’! The former high priest’s
income was threatened by Jesus’ actions by cleaning out the temple, twice!
Jesus had dared to defy the high priest’s sovereign control over the temple.
Jesus was bad for business! Keep in mind, after his removal from office, he
wielded power through his son, Eleazar, and then his son-in-law Caiaphas.
“They could not imagine one man challenging the Annas crime family without
the backing of someone immensely powerful.”

:20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world, I always taught
in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together [Everyone
knows what I teach. I have proclaimed regularly in the synagogues and the
Temple, where the people gather]; and I spoke nothing in secret (hidden).”
Jesus places the emphasis on His teaching! “I’ve taught openly, in public
places like in synagogues or at the Temple.” :21 “Why do you question Me?
Question those who have heard what I spoke to them; they know (3609a,
recognize) what I [actually] said.” Jesus did not teach one thing in private and
another in public. “Bring in eyewitnesses who have heard My message. You
shouldn’t have difficulty in finding witnesses. They’ve both heard and
received My words. They’re the ones to be interrogated.”

:22 When He had said this, one of the officers [one of the Temple guards]
standing nearby struck Jesus, [slapped Jesus across the face], saying, “Is that
the way You answer the high priest?” One of the temple guards slapped
Jesus, a sharp blow with the flat of the hand. No charge had been made; no
sentence had been passed. Under Roman law an accused was presumed to be
innocent unless and until he was proven guilty. Yet Jesus was struck.

Remember clear back to 5:18 where the Jews were seeking to kill Jesus
because He was ‘breaking the Sabbath’ (their rules) and also ‘calling God His
own Father’, making Himself equal with God (which was true; He was equal
with His Father!). That was two years earlier than Jn. 18. Then recently, in
11:49-53, we see again the sentence had already been determined. Even Pilate
recognized their desire to kill Jesus was motivated by envy (Mt. 27:18).

:23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly; testify of the wrong
[give evidence about it]; but if rightly [but if I'm speaking the truth], why do
you strike Me? If My objection should be overruled, state the legal precedent.
If it should be sustained, I should not be punished for being right. I have only
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stated the law, proper procedure. Why hit Me for that?” Jesus responded they
were also under law. No advocate for the accused had been provided. Jesus
did not expect justice from the courts nor did He seek the approval of people.
Instead, the Son submitted to the will of the Father. Throughout these ‘trials’,
Jesus, who when wrongly accused, kept entrusting Himself to His Father who
judges righteously (1 Pet. 2:23).

Looking at this first of 6 ‘trials’, this one before the former high priest, Annas
wanted Jesus to incriminate Himself. All Jesus did was refer back to the
thousands of witnesses He had spoken to through His three years of ministry.
“There are many witnesses; ask them.” The only response was a slap in the
face and sending the still-bound Jesus to Calaphas, the current high priest.

:24 So Annas sent Him bound [with His hands still tied] to Caiaphas the high
priest. The old high priest had nothing more to say. So off to Calaphas. Only
Calaphas, the current high priest, could bring legal charges that would convict
Jesus. Notice, there was no serious attempt to get to the truth. The chilling
conclusion they arrived at: death for Jesus! This mockery of a trial must have
ended between 3-4 A.M., early Friday morning.

John does not include the details of the Lord’s trial before Calaphas. Again,
those two ‘trials’ were held in secret, at night, and in the high priest’s place
instead of the council’s meeting hall. Before the third trial before Calaphas
and the Sanhedrin just after day-break (Lk. 22:66-71), there was another trial
before Calaphas (Mt. 26:57-68; Mk. 14:53-65). These two ‘trials’ are covered
in the other three Gospels. By the time the three religious ‘trials’ had ended,
Jesus would be bleeding and badly bruised, but still, no official sentence had
been handed down. Their purpose was not to uncover the truth, but to find a
charge that would satisfy a Roman governor that He was deserving of death.

Why did John’s narrative omit any mention of the 2" and 3™ trials? Perhaps
because his point had been sufficiently clear. The 3™ Jewish trial was merely
for show; it changed nothing; that had been decided at the 2"*. They had
decided Jesus was guilty of blasphemy. Before Pontius Pilate, the charge
against Jesus was changed from blasphemy to treason—claiming to be a king.
The Jewish religious leaders’ thinking was “the empire would be rid of a
potential revolutionary, and, once Jesus had been executed, the people would
reject Him as just another false Messiah.”

Meanwhile, back to Peter! While his Lord was on trial, so was he. In :25-
27, we have Peter’s 2™ and 3" denials of Jesus according to John’s Gospel.

Read :25-27. Between Peter’s 1% and the 2™ denials, a little while elapsed
(LK. 22:58); between the 2™ and 3™ (as the Synoptics count them), about an
hour elapsed (Lk. 22:59). :25 Now [Meanwhile] Simon Peter was [still]
standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You are not also one of
His disciples, are you?” Again, He denied iz, and said, “[No,] I am not.” Mt.
26:71 says another girl asked this question whereas MKk. 14:69 says it was the
same girl, and Lk. 22:58 that it was a man. “But with a group of servants
talking around a fire, several would doubtless take up and repeat such
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questions, which could be the meaning of John’s ‘they’.” As on the first
occasion, the question anticipated a “No!” answer. So here’s another emphatic
denial: “I am not!” With an oath (Mt. 26:72-74), Peter denied again. :26 One
of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one [Malchus] whose ear
Peter cut off, said [asked], “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” This
fellow-slave of Malchus (whose ear had been cut off), asked, “Didn’t I see you
in the garden with Jesus?” Here the expected answer is “Yes!” Basically, “I
saw you in the garden with Jesus, didn’t [?”

:27 Peter then denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed. The writer
John makes no mention of the curse Peter put himself under (I'm pledged to
destruction) or the swearing (I swear with an oath) before he said, “I do not
know this man you are talking about!” This is found in Mt. 26:74, Mk. 14:71.
Nor does John mention the bitter weeping of Peter that followed the crowing
of the rooster.

Lk. 22:61-62 tells us that just after Peter denied Jesus the third time, at that
very moment, Jesus looked on him and Peter remembered the word of the
Lord. And the end result of these three denials was Peter went out weeping
bitterly. As someone remarked, “There is much of Peter in all of us, isn’t
there, when we operate by the flesh?” Earlier in Gethsemane, we saw Peter
not praying when he could or should have. At that time, Jesus said, “The spirit
is willing but the flesh is weak!” Our flesh is weak! Only by continually
believing in God and Jesus, abiding, loving, testifying, can we walk in victory.

God is wonderfully patient. He will never give up on us until His work is
done. Jesus had earlier said in Lk. 22:31-34, “Peter, Satan’s desire is to sift
you-all (plural) like wheat; but I have prayed for you (singular), Peter, that
your faith may not fail, and after you are restored, strengthen your brothers.”

When we’ve ‘messed up’ like Peter did, may our loving and forgiving Lord
deal with us like He did with Peter, and may we respond by faith and love and
obedience. May our love and unity convince the unbelieving, perishing world
that Jesus is who He claimed to be: Lord, Christ, Son of God! Joel
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punishment, Jewish law did not permit the sentence to be pronounced until the
day after the accused had been convicted. No trial was to be held in secret or
at night; the only proper place to hear criminal cases was the “Hall of
Judgment” in the temple. Also, the accused could not be compelled to testify
in his own case. All charges had to be substantiated by multiple supporting
witnesses. See Swindoll’s list of Jewish laws. Good chart on trial rules and
source on pages 346-7 of his book on John.

As Annas was the former high priest, he may not have seen himself bound
by such Jewish laws. As we’ll see later on, at the core of all the religious
leaders’ concern was Jesus’ claim as to who He was (19:7), His claim that He
was the Son of God. Yet Jesus had also called the temple-court from which
they derived much of their profit a ‘den of thieves’! The former high priest’s
income was threatened by Jesus’ actions by cleaning out the temple, twice!
Jesus had dared to defy the high priest’s sovereign control over the temple.
Jesus was bad for business! Keep in mind, after his removal from office, he
wielded power through his son, Eleazar, and then his son-in-law Caiaphas.
“They could not imagine one man challenging the Annas crime family without
the backing of someone immensely powerful.”

:20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world, I always taught
in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together [Everyone
knows what I teach. I have proclaimed regularly in the synagogues and the
Temple, where the people gather]; and I spoke nothing in secret (hidden).”
Jesus places the emphasis on His teaching! “I’ve taught openly, in public
places like in synagogues or at the Temple.” :21 “Why do you question Me?
Question those who have heard what I spoke to them; they know (3609a,
recognize) what I [actually] said.” Jesus did not teach one thing in private and
another in public. “Bring in eyewitnesses who have heard My message. You
shouldn’t have difficulty in finding witnesses. They’ve both heard and
received My words. They’re the ones to be interrogated.”

:22 When He had said this, one of the officers [one of the Temple guards]
standing nearby struck Jesus, [slapped Jesus across the face], saying, “Is that
the way You answer the high priest?” One of the temple guards slapped
Jesus, a sharp blow with the flat of the hand. No charge had been made; no
sentence had been passed. Under Roman law an accused was presumed to be
innocent unless and until he was proven guilty. Yet Jesus was struck.

Remember clear back to 5:18 where the Jews were seeking to kill Jesus
because He was ‘breaking the Sabbath’ (their rules) and also ‘calling God His
own Father’, making Himself equal with God (which was true; He was equal
with His Father!). That was two years earlier than Jn. 18. Then recently, in
11:49-53, we see again the sentence had already been determined. Even Pilate
recognized their desire to kill Jesus was motivated by envy (Mt. 27:18).

:23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly; testify of the wrong
[give evidence about it]; but if rightly [but if I'm speaking the truth], why do
you strike Me? If My objection should be overruled, state the legal precedent.
If it should be sustained, I should not be punished for being right. I have only
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stated the law, proper procedure. Why hit Me for that?” Jesus responded they
were also under law. No advocate for the accused had been provided. Jesus
did not expect justice from the courts nor did He seek the approval of people.
Instead, the Son submitted to the will of the Father. Throughout these ‘trials’,
Jesus, who when wrongly accused, kept entrusting Himself to His Father who
judges righteously (1 Pet. 2:23).

Looking at this first of 6 ‘trials’, this one before the former high priest, Annas
wanted Jesus to incriminate Himself. All Jesus did was refer back to the
thousands of witnesses He had spoken to through His three years of ministry.
“There are many witnesses; ask them.” The only response was a slap in the
face and sending the still-bound Jesus to Calaphas, the current high priest.

:24 So Annas sent Him bound [with His hands still tied] to Caiaphas the high
priest. The old high priest had nothing more to say. So off to Calaphas. Only
Calaphas, the current high priest, could bring legal charges that would convict
Jesus. Notice, there was no serious attempt to get to the truth. The chilling
conclusion they arrived at: death for Jesus! This mockery of a trial must have
ended between 3-4 A.M., early Friday morning.

John does not include the details of the Lord’s trial before Calaphas. Again,
those two ‘trials’ were held in secret, at night, and in the high priest’s place
instead of the council’s meeting hall. Before the third trial before Calaphas
and the Sanhedrin just after day-break (Lk. 22:66-71), there was another trial
before Calaphas (Mt. 26:57-68; Mk. 14:53-65). These two ‘trials’ are covered
in the other three Gospels. By the time the three religious ‘trials’ had ended,
Jesus would be bleeding and badly bruised, but still, no official sentence had
been handed down. Their purpose was not to uncover the truth, but to find a
charge that would satisfy a Roman governor that He was deserving of death.

Why did John’s narrative omit any mention of the 2" and 3™ trials? Perhaps
because his point had been sufficiently clear. The 3™ Jewish trial was merely
for show; it changed nothing; that had been decided at the 2"*. They had
decided Jesus was guilty of blasphemy. Before Pontius Pilate, the charge
against Jesus was changed from blasphemy to treason—claiming to be a king.
The Jewish religious leaders’ thinking was “the empire would be rid of a
potential revolutionary, and, once Jesus had been executed, the people would
reject Him as just another false Messiah.”

Meanwhile, back to Peter! While his Lord was on trial, so was he. In :25-
27, we have Peter’s 2™ and 3" denials of Jesus according to John’s Gospel.

Read :25-27. Between Peter’s 1% and the 2™ denials, a little while elapsed
(LK. 22:58); between the 2™ and 3™ (as the Synoptics count them), about an
hour elapsed (Lk. 22:59). :25 Now [Meanwhile] Simon Peter was [still]
standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You are not also one of
His disciples, are you?” Again, He denied iz, and said, “[No,] I am not.” Mt.
26:71 says another girl asked this question whereas MKk. 14:69 says it was the
same girl, and Lk. 22:58 that it was a man. “But with a group of servants
talking around a fire, several would doubtless take up and repeat such
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questions, which could be the meaning of John’s ‘they’.” As on the first
occasion, the question anticipated a “No!” answer. So here’s another emphatic
denial: “I am not!” With an oath (Mt. 26:72-74), Peter denied again. :26 One
of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one [Malchus] whose ear
Peter cut off, said [asked], “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” This
fellow-slave of Malchus (whose ear had been cut off), asked, “Didn’t I see you
in the garden with Jesus?” Here the expected answer is “Yes!” Basically, “I
saw you in the garden with Jesus, didn’t [?”

:27 Peter then denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed. The writer
John makes no mention of the curse Peter put himself under (I'm pledged to
destruction) or the swearing (I swear with an oath) before he said, “I do not
know this man you are talking about!” This is found in Mt. 26:74, Mk. 14:71.
Nor does John mention the bitter weeping of Peter that followed the crowing
of the rooster.

Lk. 22:61-62 tells us that just after Peter denied Jesus the third time, at that
very moment, Jesus looked on him and Peter remembered the word of the
Lord. And the end result of these three denials was Peter went out weeping
bitterly. As someone remarked, “There is much of Peter in all of us, isn’t
there, when we operate by the flesh?” Earlier in Gethsemane, we saw Peter
not praying when he could or should have. At that time, Jesus said, “The spirit
is willing but the flesh is weak!” Our flesh is weak! Only by continually
believing in God and Jesus, abiding, loving, testifying, can we walk in victory.

God is wonderfully patient. He will never give up on us until His work is
done. Jesus had earlier said in LK. 22:31-34, “Peter, Satan’s desire is to sift
you-all (plural) like wheat; but I have prayed for you (singular), Peter, that
your faith may not fail, and after you are restored, strengthen your brothers.”

When we’ve ‘messed up’ like Peter did, may our loving and forgiving Lord
deal with us like He did with Peter, and may we respond by faith and love and
obedience. May our love and unity convince the unbelieving, perishing world
that Jesus is who He claimed to be: Lord, Christ, Son of God! Joel



NOTES

:24 An unlikely coalition of Pharisees (mostly scribes and lay teachers),
Sadducees (aristocratic chief priests), and Zealots (underground
revolutionaries).

aeiou

Read :12-18.

:15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now that
disciple was known to the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the court
of the high priest [so he was allowed to enter the high priest's courtyard with
Jesus],

:16 but Peter was [left] standing at the door outside. So the other disciple,
who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and
brought Peter in.

:17 Then the slave-girl who kept the door said to Peter “You are not also
one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “[No,] I am not.”

:18 Now the slaves and the officers were standing there [in the courtyard],
having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they were warming
themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing and warming himself.

Read :19-24.

:19 [Inside] The high priest then questioned [interrogated] Jesus about His
disciples, and about His teaching [and what he had been teaching them].

:20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world, I always taught
in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together [Everyone
knows what I teach. I have preached regularly in the synagogues and the
Temple, where the people gather]; and I spoke nothing in secret.

:21 “Why do you question Me? Question those who have heard what I spoke
to them; they know what I [actually] said.”

:22 When He had said this, one of the officers [one of the Temple guards]
standing nearby struck Jesus, [slapped Jesus across the face], saying, “Is that
the way You answer the high priest?”

:23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly; testify of the wrong [give
evidence about it]; but if rightly [but if I'm speaking the truth], why do you
strike Me?”

:24 So Annas sent Him bound [with your hands still tied] to Caiaphas the high
priest.

Read :25-27.

:25 Now [Meanwhile] Simon Peter was [still] standing and warming himself.
So they said to him, “You are not also one of His disciples, are you [Surely
you too are one of His disciples, aren’t you|? “He denied it, and said, “[No,] I
am not.”

:26 One of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one [Malchus]
whose ear Peter cut off, said [asked], “Did I not see you in the garden with
Him?”

:27 Peter then denied if again, and immediately a rooster crowed.

NLT 15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did another of the disciples. That other
disciple was acquainted with the high priest, so he was allowed to enter the high
priest's courtyard with Jesus. 16 Peter had to stay outside the gate. Then the
disciple who knew the high priest spoke to the woman watching at the gate, and
she let Peter in. 17 The woman asked Peter, "You're not one of that man's
disciples, are you?" "No," he said, "I am not." 18 Because it was cold, the
household servants and the guards had made a charcoal fire. They stood around
it, warming themselves, and Peter stood with them, warming himself. 19 Inside,
the high priest began asking Jesus about his followers and what he had been
teaching them. 20 Jesus replied, "Everyone knows what I teach. I have preached
regularly in the synagogues and the Temple, where the people gather. I have not
spoken in secret. 21 Why are you asking me this question? Ask those who heard
me. They know what I said." 22 Then one of the Temple guards standing nearby
slapped Jesus across the face. "Is that the way to answer the high priest?" he
demanded. 23 Jesus replied, "If I said anything wrong, you must prove it. But if
I'm speaking the truth, why are you beating me?" 24 Then Annas bound Jesus
and sent him to Caiaphas, the high priest. 25 Meanwhile, as Simon Peter was
standing by the fire warming himself, they asked him again, "You're not one of
his disciples, are you?" He denied it, saying, "No, I am not." 26 But one of the
household slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had
cut off, asked, "Didn't I see you out there in the olive grove with Jesus?" 27
Again Peter denied it. And immediately a rooster crowed.

JBP 15 Behind Jesus followed Simon Peter, and one other disciple who was
known personally to the High Priest. He went in with Jesus into the High Priest’s
courtyard, but Peter was left standing at the door outside. So this other disciple,
who was acquainted with the High Priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper,
and brought Peter inside. The young woman at the door remarked to Peter “Are
you one of this man’s disciples, too?” “No, I am not,” retorted Peter. " 1n the
courtyard, the servants and officers stood around a charcoal fire which they had
made, for it was cold. They were warming themselves, and Peter stood there with
them, keeping himself warm. ' Meanwhile the ngh Priest interrogated Jesus
about his disciples and about his own teaching. 2**'“I have always spoken quite
openly to the world,” replied Jesus. “I have always taught in the synagogue or in
the Temple where all the Jews meet together, and I have said nothing in secret.
Why do you question me? Why not question those who have heard me about what
I said to them? Obviously they are the ones who know what I actually said.” 2 As
he said this, one of those present, an officer, slapped Jesus w1th h1s open hand,
remarking, “Is that the way for you to answer the High Priest?” 2 “If I have said
anything wrong,” Jesus said to him, ° you must give evidence about it, but if what
I said was true, why do you strike me‘7  Then Annas sent him, with his hands
still tied, to the High Priest Caiaphas *In the meantime Simon Peter was still
standing, keeping himself warm. Some of them said to him, “Surely you too are
one of his disciples, aren’t you?” And he denied it and said, “No, I am not.”

26 Then one of the High Priest’s servants, a relation of the man (Malchus) whose
ear Peter had cut off, remarked, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” %’ And
again Peter denied it. And immediately the cock crew.



