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  Greetings friends! 1 Cor. 15:3 says Jesus died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures.  We’re learning that Jesus was no victim (10:17-18); His death was 
according to the plan and will of God (Is. 53:6,10, Acts 2:23).  There are many 
passages where Jesus had predicted His death & resurrection (Mt. 12:40, 16:21, 
17:22-23, 20:18-19, Mk. 8:31-32, 9:31, 10:33-34, Lk. 9:22, 18:31-33, Jn. 2:19-21). 
  The four Gospels devote about 1/5 of their material to the last few days of 
Jesus’ earthly life.  John devotes 9 whole chapters (13-21).  In this study we’ll 
see Jesus betrayed by Judas and deserted by His disciples, without a friend, 
without a defense attorney, with no one but the Father to lean on.  The trials 
of Jesus are in 18:13-19:15, the crucifixion and burial are in 19:16-42, the 
resurrection and appearances of the Son of God are found in 20:1-21:23.  
  Not one but six trials of Jesus are recorded in Scripture, all apparently 
between 3:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  Yet we’ll see it’s not Jesus on trial but the 
judges!  The first three religious trials end up with the charge of blasphemy, 
yet we remember the religious leaders’ judgment had already been recorded 
in 5:18, 11:47-53.  The three civil trials are recorded apparently between the 
hours of 6:00-9:00 a.m. Again, during these hours, Jesus would be betrayed, 
abandoned, arrested, put on trial, falsely accused, beaten, and mocked.  The 
judges’ and jurors’ thinking had no place for a crucified Christ and King.  Talk 
about unjust treatment!  Swindoll: “Sooner or later, everyone will be 
misquoted, falsely accused, misunderstood, slandered, gossiped about, or 
openly maligned, even persecuted.”  Yet realize, our Lord hears your cries and 
even understands. No one was more innocent than Him.  Justice will be served, 
although not as you might want—or when.  Swindoll: “He will not preserve 
us from injustice; rather, He has promised to preserve us through injustice.” 
Let’s see how our Lord responded. 
  The context:  Jesus had spoken to His 11 apostles.  Then He prayed for them.  
The last part of Jesus’ farewell talk and His prayer (15-17) took place as He 
and the disciples passed through the streets of Jerusalem.  Perhaps they 
stopped on the southern steps of Herod’s temple.  Read 18:1-11. 
  :1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples 
over the ravine (lit. winter-torrent) of the Kidron, where there was a garden, 
in which He entered with (lit. and) His disciples.  The winter-flowing of 
Kidron, a narrow valley that is swollen with runoff in winter but relatively dry 
at other times.  This is east of and a few hundred feet below the temple mount.  
The residents of the city were in their homes, celebrating the Passover Feast. 
  Jesus and His apostles ended up in a garden called Gethsemane (Mt. 26:36, 
Mk. 14:32), which means oil press, a grove, where the olive oil was extracted 
from the olives which grew on the Mt. of Olives.  Then Jesus prayed for up to 
three hours, asking His apostles to join Him in prayer.  John makes no mention 
of Jesus’ Gethsemane prayers.  The other three Gospels covered Jesus’ prayer 
in Gethsemane in Mt. 26:36-46/Mk. 14:32-42/Lk. 22:39-46 read.  John had 
covered his ‘Lord’s prayer’ in Jn. 17. 
  Before these hours in Gethsemane, Judas had betrayed Jesus and told the 
religious leaders where to find Him.  He even led the raiding party of Roman 
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and Jewish troops.  :2 Now Judas also, who was betraying Him (handing Him 
over), knew (3609a) the place, for Jesus had often met there with His 
disciples.  The time?  Around midnight.  The location?  Away from the city 
itself, removed from crowds that could become mobs.  Remember, the Jewish 
leaders had decided not to arrest Jesus during the festival, otherwise a riot 
might occur among the people (Mt. 21:46, 26:4-5, Lk. 19:47-48).  Then they 
found a betrayer, Judas.  The place?  A walled garden on the Mount of Olives.  
Jesus went there to pray to prepare Himself for the awful ordeal He was about 
to endure.  According to Matthew, Jesus prayed for approximately 3 hours.  
When Jesus finished praying, Judas arrived with a small army of Roman 
soldiers and temple guards.  Perhaps by this time it’s 3:00 in the morning. 
  :3 Judas then, having received the Roman cohort [a battalion, normally 600 
soldiers] and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees [separatists, 
legalists], came there with lanterns and torches and weapons.  Some of the 
chief priests (mostly Sadducees) were also present (Lk. 22:52). The officers 
were probably members of the temple police force (7:32); they evidently made 
the actual arrest since Jesus was taken first to the Jewish authorities, not Pilate 
the Roman governor. They had lanterns, torches, and weapons. Also at 
Passover, there was always a full moon.  This mob had come out against Jesus 
as if He was a dangerous, violent criminal.  Judas led this group to Jesus and 
the Eleven.  He kissed Jesus repeatedly, while saying, “Hail, Rabbi!” (Mt. 
26:48-49, Mk. 14:44-45, Lk. 22:48)  His betrayal of Jesus was complete! 
  :4 So Jesus, knowing (3609a, recognizing) all the things that were coming 
upon Him [going to happen to Him], went forth and said to them, “Whom do 
you seek [Who are you looking for]?”  Recognizing what was to occur, He went 
toward that arresting mob, not away from them.  Jesus, the intended victim, 
took charge of the situation.  Whom do you seek?  He’s forcing them to 
acknowledge they had no authority to take His disciples.  What love and grace! 
  :5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.  He said to them, “I AM He.” 
And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing with them. ‘He’ is not 
in the original Greek.  Jesus was once again claiming for Himself the name of 
God from the OT, especially Ex. 3:14—I AM!  He repeats this claim 3 times.  
Also see 4:25-26; 6:35; 8:12,24,28,58; 10:7,9,11,14; 11:25; 13:19, 14:6; 15:1,5.  
If He wasn’t who He claimed to be, He deserved to be stoned to death for 
blasphemy.  :6 So when He said to them, “I AM He,” they drew back and fell 
to the ground.  All Jesus had to do was speak His name—the OT God’s 
name—YHWH.  We see here the inherent power of God’s spoken word.  Jesus 
spoke, and the heavens and earth were created.  Now He speaks again.  At the 
proclamation of His name, that assembly drew back and fell to the ground, 
whether in awe or fear.  Someone said, “They all fell down like dominoes!”  
They would have been spread out, both to defend themselves against an attack 
by Jesus’ followers and/or to cut off any escape attempt on His part. 
  :7-8 Therefore He again asked them, “Whom do you seek [Who are you 
looking for]?”  And [again] they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”  Jesus’ chief intent 
seems to have been to shield His disciples.  :8 Jesus answered, “I told you that  
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I AM He; so if you seek Me [since I’m the One who you’re looking for], let these 
go their way.”  Here we have the true High Priest lovingly protecting His own.  
He would not only die for them but also instead of them. The soldiers had no 
authority to arrest Jesus’ followers.  “Lord, shall we strike with the sword (Lk. 
22:49)?”  At this point, the disciples must have all fled, except for Peter.  Jesus 
is in command of the situation; He must go alone. :9 “to fulfill the word (logos) 
which He spoke, “Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one [I did not 
lose one].” (see 6:37-40,44; 10:28; 17:12).  The Scriptures must be fulfilled 
(Mt. 26:24,31,54,56).  Had the disciples at this time been captured by these 
soldiers, it would have been too severe a test for their faith.  Jesus never allows 
anything to come upon us that would be more than our faith in Him can handle 
(1 Cor. 10:13).  According to Is. 53:10, it was the will of the Father to crush the 
Son.  We shall be reconciled by His death and saved by His life (Rom. 5:10) 
  :10 Simon Peter then having a sword, drew it and struck [slashed] the high 
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus. 
Peter, having a sword (machaira, a short sword or dagger, one of the 2 the 
apostles had with them (Lk. 22:38).  Peter’s reckless act threatened to start an 
encounter that could wind up getting the disciples either killed or arrested—
the very thing Jesus was trying to prevent.  Here we have the over-confident 
Simon of 13:37.  “His blind loyalty was touching, but it missed God’s plan.”  
This was an act of relying on the flesh when faced with opposition or pressure.  
Imagine, Peter was willing to take on this huge mob with his short dagger!  
Apparently Malchus (perhaps a special aide to the high priest) ducked and 
ended up having his ear hacked off.  Some have suggested Peter intended to 
kill the man by splitting his head open, and Malchus dodged at the last 
moment.  By the way, Jesus healed his ear (Lk. 22:51).  Interesting, John could 
now write the actual names of Peter and Malchus because they both would 
have been dead by the time of his writing. 
  :11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword [back] into the sheath; the cup 
which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?”  Jesus said, “Stop!”  In 
Mt. 26:52, Jesus said, “For all those who take up the sword shall perish by the 
sword.”  Also, keep in mind, had Jesus chosen to, He could have called on far 
more powerful defenders than Peter; read Mt. 26:53.  The cup which the 
Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?  Cup connects this statement with 
the prayer He’s just prayed in Gethsemane, which the other three gospels 
record (Mt. 20:22, 26:39,42; Mk. 14:36; Lk. 22:42).  This was the cup of divine 
judgment; it was prepared for Jesus by His Father (Mt. 26:39).  He made the 
choice to drink it.  He’s committed to do His Father’s will.  On the cross, Jesus 
became sin so we could become right with Him (2 Cor. 5:21).  So, “Peter’s 
bravery is not only useless, it is also a denial of the work to which Jesus was 
committed.”  Again, Jesus was now absolutely alone since His disciples had 
been scattered (Mt. 26:56; Jn. 16:32). 
  Read :12-14. :12 So the Roman cohort (battalion) and the commander 
[chiliarch, in command of a thousand troops] and the officers of the Jews, 
arrested Jesus and bound Him.  Again, there was such a large arresting group  
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because both the Romans and the Jews feared that arresting Jesus might spark 
a riot.  They actually took hold of Jesus and then bound Him. 
  :13 and led Him to Annas first; for he was father-in-law of Caīaphas, who 
was high priest that year.  The arrested-and-bound Jesus was first brought 
before Annas (18:12-13).  This preliminary hearing, recorded only by John, 
marked the 1st of 3 of Jesus’ religious trials.  It was probably an informal 
examination, giving time for some of the members of the Sanhēdrin to 
hurriedly gather together.  The 2nd ‘trial’ was before Caīaphas and the 
Sanhēdrin (Mt. 26:57-68, Mk. 14:53-65, Lk. 22:54).  There they framed the 
charges against Jesus.  The 3rd ‘trial’ was after sunrise the next morning as the 
authorities confirmed the decision reached at the earlier hearing (Mt. 27:1, 
Mk. 15:1, Lk. 22:66-71).  The Lord’s civil trials also had 3 phases:  Before 
Pilate (18:28-38); before Herod (Lk. 23:5-12); and then before Pilate again 
(Mt. 27:15-26, Mk. 15:6-15, Lk. 23:13-25; Jn. 18:39-19:16).  In all, six trials. 
  The highest court in Israel was the Sanhēdrin presided over by the high priest.  
Jesus first appeared before the former high priest Annas.  Annas had been the 
high priest, but was deposed by the Roman officials around 15 A.D. because 
they didn’t trust Him. He was replaced by Caīaphas, his son-in-law, the current 
high priest.  “No fewer than 5 of Annas’ family held the office at one time or 
another.”  However, in Jewish eyes the Gentile occupying power (Rome) had 
no authority to appoint/remove the Jewish high priest.  So, many Jews still 
considered Annas to be the true high priest because according to OT law, high 
priests served for life (Num. 35:25).  In fact, Lk. 3:2 places the beginning of 
John the Baptist’s ministry “in the high priesthood of Annas and Caīaphas.”   
  “This family was ‘notorious for its greed.’  To be high priest was a lucrative 
position because ‘he shared the proceeds from the sale of sacrificial animals. 
He also profited from the fees the money changers charged.’”  So twice Jesus 
had attacked the high priest’s interest when He cleansed the temple.  So here 
we have the true High Priest, Jesus, led before this corrupt former high priest. 
All they were doing was trying to find evidence that would convict Jesus in a 
Roman court.  The Jews didn’t have the right to exercise capital punishment. 
  :14 Now Caīaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was 
expedient for one man to die on behalf of the people [11:50].  Joseph Caīaphas 
had been appointed high priest in 18 A.D. and stayed there until 36 A.D. 
  Back in 11:49-53 (read), Caīaphas had unknowingly prophesied that Jesus 
was going to die for the nation and all God’s children.  A fair hearing could 
not be expected from this man who had already said putting Jesus to death was 
expedient.  They had already decided on the verdict.  After this night, the 
Jewish religious leaders would accuse Jesus of blasphemy, for which death 
was the penalty, by stoning if the Jews could have done it.  The details of the 
examinations by Caīaphas are not reported by John. 
  We’ll pick up here in this continuing study.  For this week, think about the 
cost of Messiahship for Jesus and even the cost of discipleship for us.  They 
are both the same:  ourselves!  Let’s follow Him!  Joel  
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  Greetings friends! 1 Cor. 15:3 says Jesus died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures.  We’re learning that Jesus was no victim (10:17-18); His death was 
according to the plan and will of God (Is. 53:6,10, Acts 2:23).  There are many 
passages where Jesus had predicted His death & resurrection (Mt. 12:40, 16:21, 
17:22-23, 20:18-19, Mk. 8:31-32, 9:31, 10:33-34, Lk. 9:22, 18:31-33, Jn. 2:19-21). 
  The four Gospels devote about 1/5 of their material to the last few days of 
Jesus’ earthly life.  John devotes 9 whole chapters (13-21).  In this study we’ll 
see Jesus betrayed by Judas and deserted by His disciples, without a friend, 
without a defense attorney, with no one but the Father to lean on.  The trials 
of Jesus are in 18:13-19:15, the crucifixion and burial are in 19:16-42, the 
resurrection and appearances of the Son of God are found in 20:1-21:23.  
  Not one but six trials of Jesus are recorded in Scripture, all apparently 
between 3:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  Yet we’ll see it’s not Jesus on trial but the 
judges!  The first three religious trials end up with the charge of blasphemy, 
yet we remember the religious leaders’ judgment had already been recorded 
in 5:18, 11:47-53.  The three civil trials are recorded apparently between the 
hours of 6:00-9:00 a.m. Again, during these hours, Jesus would be betrayed, 
abandoned, arrested, put on trial, falsely accused, beaten, and mocked.  The 
judges’ and jurors’ thinking had no place for a crucified Christ and King.  Talk 
about unjust treatment!  Swindoll: “Sooner or later, everyone will be 
misquoted, falsely accused, misunderstood, slandered, gossiped about, or 
openly maligned, even persecuted.”  Yet realize, our Lord hears your cries and 
even understands. No one was more innocent than Him.  Justice will be served, 
although not as you might want—or when.  Swindoll: “He will not preserve 
us from injustice; rather, He has promised to preserve us through injustice.” 
Let’s see how our Lord responded. 
  The context:  Jesus had spoken to His 11 apostles.  Then He prayed for them.  
The last part of Jesus’ farewell talk and His prayer (15-17) took place as He 
and the disciples passed through the streets of Jerusalem.  Perhaps they 
stopped on the southern steps of Herod’s temple.  Read 18:1-11. 
  :1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples 
over the ravine (lit. winter-torrent) of the Kidron, where there was a garden, 
in which He entered with (lit. and) His disciples.  The winter-flowing of 
Kidron, a narrow valley that is swollen with runoff in winter but relatively dry 
at other times.  This is east of and a few hundred feet below the temple mount.  
The residents of the city were in their homes, celebrating the Passover Feast. 
  Jesus and His apostles ended up in a garden called Gethsemane (Mt. 26:36, 
Mk. 14:32), which means oil press, a grove, where the olive oil was extracted 
from the olives which grew on the Mt. of Olives.  Then Jesus prayed for up to 
three hours, asking His apostles to join Him in prayer.  John makes no mention 
of Jesus’ Gethsemane prayers.  The other three Gospels covered Jesus’ prayer 
in Gethsemane in Mt. 26:36-46/Mk. 14:32-42/Lk. 22:39-46 read.  John had 
covered his ‘Lord’s prayer’ in Jn. 17. 
  Before these hours in Gethsemane, Judas had betrayed Jesus and told the 
religious leaders where to find Him.  He even led the raiding party of Roman 
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and Jewish troops.  :2 Now Judas also, who was betraying Him (handing Him 
over), knew (3609a) the place, for Jesus had often met there with His 
disciples.  The time?  Around midnight.  The location?  Away from the city 
itself, removed from crowds that could become mobs.  Remember, the Jewish 
leaders had decided not to arrest Jesus during the festival, otherwise a riot 
might occur among the people (Mt. 21:46, 26:4-5, Lk. 19:47-48).  Then they 
found a betrayer, Judas.  The place?  A walled garden on the Mount of Olives.  
Jesus went there to pray to prepare Himself for the awful ordeal He was about 
to endure.  According to Matthew, Jesus prayed for approximately 3 hours.  
When Jesus finished praying, Judas arrived with a small army of Roman 
soldiers and temple guards.  Perhaps by this time it’s 3:00 in the morning. 
  :3 Judas then, having received the Roman cohort [a battalion, normally 600 
soldiers] and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees [separatists, 
legalists], came there with lanterns and torches and weapons.  Some of the 
chief priests (mostly Sadducees) were also present (Lk. 22:52). The officers 
were probably members of the temple police force (7:32); they evidently made 
the actual arrest since Jesus was taken first to the Jewish authorities, not Pilate 
the Roman governor. They had lanterns, torches, and weapons. Also at 
Passover, there was always a full moon.  This mob had come out against Jesus 
as if He was a dangerous, violent criminal.  Judas led this group to Jesus and 
the Eleven.  He kissed Jesus repeatedly, while saying, “Hail, Rabbi!” (Mt. 
26:48-49, Mk. 14:44-45, Lk. 22:48)  His betrayal of Jesus was complete! 
  :4 So Jesus, knowing (3609a, recognizing) all the things that were coming 
upon Him [going to happen to Him], went forth and said to them, “Whom do 
you seek [Who are you looking for]?”  Recognizing what was to occur, He went 
toward that arresting mob, not away from them.  Jesus, the intended victim, 
took charge of the situation.  Whom do you seek?  He’s forcing them to 
acknowledge they had no authority to take His disciples.  What love and grace! 
  :5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.  He said to them, “I AM He.” 
And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing with them. ‘He’ is not 
in the original Greek.  Jesus was once again claiming for Himself the name of 
God from the OT, especially Ex. 3:14—I AM!  He repeats this claim 3 times.  
Also see 4:25-26; 6:35; 8:12,24,28,58; 10:7,9,11,14; 11:25; 13:19, 14:6; 15:1,5.  
If He wasn’t who He claimed to be, He deserved to be stoned to death for 
blasphemy.  :6 So when He said to them, “I AM He,” they drew back and fell 
to the ground.  All Jesus had to do was speak His name—the OT God’s 
name—YHWH.  We see here the inherent power of God’s spoken word.  Jesus 
spoke, and the heavens and earth were created.  Now He speaks again.  At the 
proclamation of His name, that assembly drew back and fell to the ground, 
whether in awe or fear.  Someone said, “They all fell down like dominoes!”  
They would have been spread out, both to defend themselves against an attack 
by Jesus’ followers and/or to cut off any escape attempt on His part. 
  :7-8 Therefore He again asked them, “Whom do you seek [Who are you 
looking for]?”  And [again] they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”  Jesus’ chief intent 
seems to have been to shield His disciples.  :8 Jesus answered, “I told you that  
 
 



John 18:1-14                                                                                       Page 3 of 4 
 
I AM He; so if you seek Me [since I’m the One who you’re looking for], let these 
go their way.”  Here we have the true High Priest lovingly protecting His own.  
He would not only die for them but also instead of them. The soldiers had no 
authority to arrest Jesus’ followers.  “Lord, shall we strike with the sword (Lk. 
22:49)?”  At this point, the disciples must have all fled, except for Peter.  Jesus 
is in command of the situation; He must go alone. :9 “to fulfill the word (logos) 
which He spoke, “Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one [I did not 
lose one].” (see 6:37-40,44; 10:28; 17:12).  The Scriptures must be fulfilled 
(Mt. 26:24,31,54,56).  Had the disciples at this time been captured by these 
soldiers, it would have been too severe a test for their faith.  Jesus never allows 
anything to come upon us that would be more than our faith in Him can handle 
(1 Cor. 10:13).  According to Is. 53:10, it was the will of the Father to crush the 
Son.  We shall be reconciled by His death and saved by His life (Rom. 5:10) 
  :10 Simon Peter then having a sword, drew it and struck [slashed] the high 
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus. 
Peter, having a sword (machaira, a short sword or dagger, one of the 2 the 
apostles had with them (Lk. 22:38).  Peter’s reckless act threatened to start an 
encounter that could wind up getting the disciples either killed or arrested—
the very thing Jesus was trying to prevent.  Here we have the over-confident 
Simon of 13:37.  “His blind loyalty was touching, but it missed God’s plan.”  
This was an act of relying on the flesh when faced with opposition or pressure.  
Imagine, Peter was willing to take on this huge mob with his short dagger!  
Apparently Malchus (perhaps a special aide to the high priest) ducked and 
ended up having his ear hacked off.  Some have suggested Peter intended to 
kill the man by splitting his head open, and Malchus dodged at the last 
moment.  By the way, Jesus healed his ear (Lk. 22:51).  Interesting, John could 
now write the actual names of Peter and Malchus because they both would 
have been dead by the time of his writing. 
  :11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword [back] into the sheath; the cup 
which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?”  Jesus said, “Stop!”  In 
Mt. 26:52, Jesus said, “For all those who take up the sword shall perish by the 
sword.”  Also, keep in mind, had Jesus chosen to, He could have called on far 
more powerful defenders than Peter; read Mt. 26:53.  The cup which the 
Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?  Cup connects this statement with 
the prayer He’s just prayed in Gethsemane, which the other three gospels 
record (Mt. 20:22, 26:39,42; Mk. 14:36; Lk. 22:42).  This was the cup of divine 
judgment; it was prepared for Jesus by His Father (Mt. 26:39).  He made the 
choice to drink it.  He’s committed to do His Father’s will.  On the cross, Jesus 
became sin so we could become right with Him (2 Cor. 5:21).  So, “Peter’s 
bravery is not only useless, it is also a denial of the work to which Jesus was 
committed.”  Again, Jesus was now absolutely alone since His disciples had 
been scattered (Mt. 26:56; Jn. 16:32). 
  Read :12-14. :12 So the Roman cohort (battalion) and the commander 
[chiliarch, in command of a thousand troops] and the officers of the Jews, 
arrested Jesus and bound Him.  Again, there was such a large arresting group  
 
 



John 18:1-14                                                                                       Page 4 of 4 
 
because both the Romans and the Jews feared that arresting Jesus might spark 
a riot.  They actually took hold of Jesus and then bound Him. 
  :13 and led Him to Annas first; for he was father-in-law of Caīaphas, who 
was high priest that year.  The arrested-and-bound Jesus was first brought 
before Annas (18:12-13).  This preliminary hearing, recorded only by John, 
marked the 1st of 3 of Jesus’ religious trials.  It was probably an informal 
examination, giving time for some of the members of the Sanhēdrin to 
hurriedly gather together.  The 2nd ‘trial’ was before Caīaphas and the 
Sanhēdrin (Mt. 26:57-68, Mk. 14:53-65, Lk. 22:54).  There they framed the 
charges against Jesus.  The 3rd ‘trial’ was after sunrise the next morning as the 
authorities confirmed the decision reached at the earlier hearing (Mt. 27:1, 
Mk. 15:1, Lk. 22:66-71).  The Lord’s civil trials also had 3 phases:  Before 
Pilate (18:28-38); before Herod (Lk. 23:5-12); and then before Pilate again 
(Mt. 27:15-26, Mk. 15:6-15, Lk. 23:13-25; Jn. 18:39-19:16).  In all, six trials. 
  The highest court in Israel was the Sanhedrin presided over by the high priest.  
Jesus first appeared before the former high priest Annas.  Annas had been the 
high priest, but was deposed by the Roman officials around 15 A.D. because 
they didn’t trust Him. He was replaced by Caīaphas, his son-in-law, the current 
high priest.  “No fewer than 5 of Annas’ family held the office at one time or 
another.”  However, in Jewish eyes the Gentile occupying power (Rome) had 
no authority to appoint/remove the Jewish high priest.  So, many Jews still 
considered Annas to be the true high priest because according to OT law, high 
priests served for life (Num. 35:25).  In fact, Lk. 3:2 places the beginning of 
John the Baptist’s ministry “in the high priesthood of Annas and Caīaphas.”   
  “This family was ‘notorious for its greed.’  To be high priest was a lucrative 
position because ‘he shared the proceeds from the sale of sacrificial animals. 
He also profited from the fees the money changers charged.’”  So twice Jesus 
had attacked the high priest’s interest when He cleansed the temple.  So here 
we have the true High Priest, Jesus, led before this corrupt former high priest. 
All they were doing was trying to find evidence that would convict Jesus in a 
Roman court.  The Jews didn’t have the right to exercise capital punishment. 
  :14 Now Caīaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was 
expedient for one man to die on behalf of the people [11:50].  Joseph Caīaphas 
had been appointed high priest in 18 A.D. and stayed there until 36 A.D. 
  Back in 11:49-53 (read), Caīaphas had unknowingly prophesied that Jesus 
was going to die for the nation and all God’s children.  A fair hearing could 
not be expected from this man who had already said putting Jesus to death was 
expedient.  They had already decided on the verdict.  After this night, the 
Jewish religious leaders would accuse Jesus of blasphemy, for which death 
was the penalty, by stoning if the Jews could have done it.  The details of the 
examinations by Caīaphas are not reported by John. 
  We’ll pick up here in this continuing study.  For this week, think about the 
cost of Messiahship for Jesus and even the cost of discipleship for us.  They 
are both the same:  ourselves!  Let’s follow Him!  Joel  
 
 
 



 
NOTES 
  :3 The kiss on the cheek with an embrace was appropriate for an intimate 
friend, not a traitor. 
  Copy page 339 (Swindoll) on the trials of Jesus.  Excellent. 
  :12 Swindoll: “Pulled His arms behind His back.  Bound with a noose around 
His neck throughout His ordeal.” 
  :14 “Joseph Caiaphas had been appointed high priest in 18 A.D. by Valerius 
Gratus.  Caiaphas remained in office until 36 A.D. when the Romans finally 
removed him.” 
 
ā ē ī ō ū 
Read :12-14. 
  :1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples 
over the ravine (lit. winter-torrent) of the Kidron, where there was a garden, 
in which He entered with (lit. and) His disciples. 
  :2 Now Judas also, who was betraying Him (handing Him over), knew the 
place, for Jesus had often met there with His disciples. 
  :3 Judas then, having received the Roman cohort (a battalion, normally 600 
men) and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with 
lanterns and torches and weapons. 
  :4 So Jesus, knowing [realizing?] all the things that were coming upon Him 
[going to happen to Him], went forth and said to them, “Whom do you seek 
[Who are you looking for]?” 
  :5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.  He said to them, “I AM He.” 
And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing with them. 
  :6 So when He said to them, “I AM He,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 
  :7 Therefore He again asked them, “Whom do you seek [Who are you looking 
for]?”  And [again] they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 
  :8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM He; so if you seek Me [and since 
I’m the One who you’re looking for], let these go their way,” 
  :9 to fulfill the word which He spoke, “Of those whom You have given Me I 
lost not one [I did not lose one].” [19:12]. 
  :10 Simon Peter then having a sword, drew it and struck [slashed] the high 
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus. 
  :11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword [back] into the sheath; the cup 
which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?” 
  :12 So the Roman cohort (battalion) and the commander [chiliarch, in 
command of a thousand troops] and the officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus 
and bound Him, 
  :13 and led Him to Annas first; for he was father-in-law of Caiaphas, who 
was high priest that year. 
  :14 Now Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was 
expedient for one man to die on behalf of the people [11:50]. 
 
 
 

 
NLT 1 After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with his 
disciples and entered a grove of olive trees. 2 Judas, the betrayer, knew this 
place, because Jesus had often gone there with his disciples. 3 The leading 
priests and Pharisees had given Judas a contingent of Roman soldiers and 
Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torches, lanterns, and 
weapons, they arrived at the olive grove. 4 Jesus fully realized all that was going 
to happen to him, so he stepped forward to meet them. "Who are you looking 
for?" he asked. 5 "Jesus the Nazarene," they replied. "I AM he," Jesus said. 
(Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.) 6 As Jesus said "I AM he," 
they all drew back and fell to the ground! 7 Once more he asked them, "Who 
are you looking for?" And again they replied, "Jesus the Nazarene." 8 "I told 
you that I AM he," Jesus said. "And since I am the one you want, let these others 
go." 9 He did this to fulfill his own statement: "I did not lose a single one of 
those you have given me." 10 Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off 
the right ear of Malchus, the high priest's slave. 11 But Jesus said to Peter, "Put 
your sword back into its sheath. Shall I not drink from the cup of suffering the 
Father has given me?" 12 So the soldiers, their commanding officer, and the 
Temple guards arrested Jesus and tied him up. 13 First they took him to Annas, the 
father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest at that time. 14 Caiaphas was the one who 
had told the other Jewish leaders, "It's better that one man should die for the people." 
 
JBP 1-14 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples 
across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, and they went into 
it together. Judas who betrayed him knew the place, for Jesus often met his 
disciples there.  So Judas fetched the guard and the officers which the chief priests 
and Pharisees had provided for him, and came to the place with torches and 
lanterns and weapons. Jesus, fully realizing all that was going to happen to him, 
went forward and said to them, “Who are you looking for?”  5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” 
they answered. “I am the man,” said Jesus. (Judas who was betraying him was 
standing there with the others.)  When he said to them, “I am the man”, they 
retreated and fell to the ground. So Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking 
for?” And again they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  8-9 “I have told you that I am the 
man,” replied Jesus. “If I am the man you are looking for, let these others go.” 
(Thus fulfilling his previous words, “I have not lost one of those whom you gave 
me.”).  At this, Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and slashed at the High 
Priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) But 
Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup 
the Father has given me?”  Then the guard, with their captain and the Jewish 
officers, took hold of Jesus and tied his hands together, and led him off to Annas 
first, for he was the father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was High Priest that year. 
Caiaphas was the man who advised the Jews, “that it would be a good thing that 
one man should die for the sake of the people.” Behind Jesus followed Simon 
Peter, and one other disciple who was known personally to the High Priest. He 
went in with Jesus into the High Priest’s courtyard, but Peter was left standing at 
the door outside. So this other disciple, who was acquainted with the High Priest, 
went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter inside. The young woman 
at the door remarked to Peter, “Are you one of this man’s disciples, too?” “No, I 
am not,” retorted Peter. 


