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Friends, we should be staggered by what we’re learning about the Lord Jesus
and His plans for each of our lives. I’'m sure the 11 apostles were staggered!
Jesus is giving His solution to them beginning in 14:1—*“Stop being troubled.
Believe in God. Believe in Me!” In Jn. 15:1-16:4 we are learning about three
important relationships. The 1* is with the Vine Jesus. The key word is ‘abide’.
The 2" is that which Christians have with other believers. The key word is
‘love’ (in :12-17, agapé love appears 4 times in 6 verses). The 3" is that which
believers have to a hostile world and the key word is ‘testify’ or ‘bear witness’.

In :1-11 we looked at the 1*—our connection with Jesus. Abide in Him. He
abides in us. It’s a once-for-all issue and an everyday issue. If this area is
hurting in your life, stop everything else you’re doing and get it straightened
out. In :12-17, we’ll learn our unity with other believers and how that should
show up with one another. We’re commanded to agapé love each other!

Read 15:12-17. :12 “This is My commandment, that you love (agapé) one
another, just as I have loved you [love each other in the same way I’ve loved
you].” For the 2™ time that evening, Jesus gives this commandment (13:34-
35). Only those who abide in Jesus and have Jesus abiding in them have the
capacity to agap€ love as He commands. The intimacy between Jesus and the
believer is an intimacy which is to be shared with other believers. This is a
love that looks to Jesus’ love for its standard and example and depends on the
indwelling Holy Spirit for its production (Gal. 5:16,22-23).

Agapé: the motivation must be “the highest, greatest good of the other
person.” The two commandments that Jesus gave earlier included loving God
with all we are and loving our neighbor as ourselves (Mt. 22:37-40, Mk. 12:28-
34). Our examples are the Father and Jesus. He loves us as we are and not as
we should be. This is the kind of love we are to demonstrate toward other
believers, all of them! It begins with a decision, a decision to act for the benefit
of someone else no matter what they’re doing or how you feel. John wrote
about this love in 1 Jn. 3:16: We know love by this, that He laid down His life
for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. By the way,
Christians’ love for each other and our unity with one another are the Church’s
most powerful apologetics to the unbelieving world (13:35, 17:21). Who are
those in your life who are making decisions about Jesus by what they see in
your life or in the Church?

:13 “Greater love has no one than this [There is no greater love than this] that
one lay down his life for his friends (Grk. philes).” We could also look at Rom.
5:6-10, 1 Pet. 3:18, 1 Jn. 3:22-24, 4:7-11. This verse previews the act of Jesus
dying in the place of all humanity. Jesus loved us not because we were His
friends; He loved us even when we were helpless, ungodly, sinners, enemies,
and slaves of sin! Wow! Love shows up in the ‘one another’s’ in Scripture.

The Bible says we’re to accept, admonish (counsel, warn), teach, bear one
another’s burdens, bear with, build up, care for, comfort, confess sins to,
encourage, fellowship with one another. We’re to forgive, honor, be
hospitable to, humble ourselves to, be kind to, pray for, be at peace with, have
the same mind toward, serve, show forbearance to, stimulate each other to love
and good deeds, be subject to, be tenderhearted toward one another. For us
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today, giving your life for another is, yes, the ultimate sacrifice; however, we
are unlikely to face such a choice. More often, we are asked to give up our
lives in small measures, day by day.

:14 “You are My friends if you do what I command you.” Love one another
and obey! Faith, love, and obedience are strictly linked throughout Scripture.
Jesus said to a crowd around Him, “Whoever does the will of God, he is My
brother and sister and mother (MKk. 3:33-35).” This obedience is not what
makes them His friends; it is what characterizes His friends. “My sheep hear
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me (10:27).” “A soldier on the
battlefield supports the mission aim by following the orders given by the
commanding officer. If he deliberately disobeys, then he undermines the
mission.” Let’s do what Jesus commands, recognizing we’re His friends.

:15 “No longer do I call you slaves (Grk. doulos), for the slave does not know
(3609a, recognize, see) what his master is doing; but I have called you friends,
for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made (come to make)
known to you [because I have told you what I have heard from the Father].” Jesus
had earlier referred to Himself as Teacher and Lord and His followers as slaves
(13:12-17). By the way, every person is a slave. But here Jesus refers to His
disciples/followers/slaves as “friends.” A slave lived in total submission to
his/her master. A master did not let his slaves know his goals and purposes.
Slaves were defined in Greek law as “living tools”! But, Jesus calls us His
friends. Disciples and now friends! Can you imagine! “A fruitful intimacy!”
In the OT, only Abraham had the privilege of being named the friend of God
(2 Chron. 20:7, Is. 41:8, James 2:23). A friend of Jesus was characterized by
two things: (1) he/she willingly did what Jesus commanded, and (2), he/she
understood the revelation of God which Jesus had graciously revealed. I’ve
made known to you: His friends were daily being informed of His thinking.
They were given the ability to understand the spiritual truths Jesus revealed to
them; we learn more in 1 Cor. 2:11-16. From Jn. 16:12 we learn that though
Jesus let His disciples know as much as they were able to absorb of the
Father’s plan, the revelation was not yet complete. The Spirit of Truth would
make other things known in due time, as they were ready to receive it.

So, “Their obedience will not be the uncomprehending submission of a slave.
It will be the free obedience of one who is a friend of Jesus.” We trust Jesus
and the Word to reveal our areas of unbelief, our areas of total honesty with
Him. We trust Him to reveal our blind spots, where we aren’t resting in Him.
He uses the Spirit within and the Word to reveal those areas. See Heb. 4:12-
13. Philos suggests a peer relationship. He shares with us the details and calls
us to stand beside Him in accomplishing them. Relate to Jesus as a friend!

:16 “You did not choose Me but I [emphatic!] chose you [It is not that you
have chosen Me; but it is I who have chosen you], and appointed you that you
would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever
you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.” He chose us.

Consider the impact of Jesus building into the lives of just a few men.
Disciples normally chose the particular rabbi to whom they wanted to be
attached, but He chose them, and for a purpose—the bearing of fruit,
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especially love. Our confidence is based on the fact that the Father is the
Vinedresser and Jesus is the Vine. He appointed them—set them apart for His
special service. “Recruited, if you will, by Jesus Himself to be a part of what
He is doing.” Jesus never calls us to a task that He does not give us the
resources to fulfill it. Your fruit will last. Everything and anything in our lives
that brings glory to the Father is Christian fruit (15:8, Gal. 5:22-23).

Pray in Jesus’ name: The effectiveness of prayer is linked to fruit bearing.
We shouldn’t pray for things which we know will not bring glory to Jesus and
His Father. Prayer must say: “Your will be done.” The glories of being a
Christian: intimacy with Jesus, spiritual fruitfulness, loving association with
other branches, productive prayer. We are chosen and appointed for
obedience, to bear fruit. Let’s join Him in His mission. Jesus in 17:4 says,
“Father, I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which
You have given Me to do.” Our concern should be the same as Jesus’; His
concern was that the Father be glorified! May that be true of us also.

:17 “This I command you, that you love one another [This is My command:
love each other].” He says again, “Let one another love...!” This command
to love one another is a transition between the Lord’s fruitfulness which He
promised to His disciples in :1-11 and His warning of the world’s hatred in
15:18-16:4. In the midst of our fruitfulness and love for one another, we
Christians must expect the hatred of the world. The world’s hatred is in
contrast with how we should love others. Make sure any hatred is not
Christian to Christian! In 15:18-6:4, we’ll examine obstacles to our abiding in
Jesus and loving one another, and, why the world hates us so much.

We have much to think about—our abiding in Jesus, our love for one another.
As 1 Pet. 4:8 says, “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another.”
How does such love characterize your life? Read 1 Pet. 4:7-11, Eph. 4:1-16,
1 Cor. 13:1-8a, and Rom. 12:3-13 for what will mark believers and churches
who are abiding in Jesus and loving each other. Amazing!

JBP Jn. 15:12-17. “This is My commandment: that you love each other as
I have loved you. There is no greater love than this—that a man should lay
down his life for his friends. You are My friends if you do what I tell you to
do. I shall not call you slaves any longer, for a slave does not share his
master’s confidence. No, I call you friends, now, because I have told you
everything that I have heard from the Father. It is not that you have chosen
Me; but it is I who have chosen you. I have appointed you to go and bear
fruit that will be lasting; so that whatever you ask the Father in My name,
He will give it to you. ‘This I command you, love one another!””

My love and prayers, Joel
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NLT 15:12-17 This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I
have loved you. :13 There is no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's
friends. :14 You are my friends if you do what I command. :15 I no longer call
you slaves, because a master doesn't confide in his slaves. Now you are my
friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. :16 You didn't
choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that
the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. :17 This is my
command: Love each other.

JBP John 15:12-17 :12 This is My commandment: that you love each other as I
have loved you. :13 There is no greater love than this—that a man should lay down
his life for his friends. :14 You are my friends if you do what I tell you to do. :15
I shall not call you slaves any longer, for a slave does not share his master’s
confidence. No, I call you friends, now, because I have told you everything that I
have heard from the Father. :16 “It is not that you have chosen Me; but it is I who
have chosen you. I have appointed you to go and bear fruit that will be lasting; so
that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give it to you. :17 “This I
command you, love one another!



