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  Dear friends, as we begin Jn. 13, Jesus’ public ministry is over; now Jesus 
will concentrate on His own and how to keep fellowship with Him open.  By 
this time the next day, Jesus will have died on a cross and His body buried in 
a tomb. This means He will no longer be with His disciples in His earthly body 
(although He will make several appearances to them in His resurrection body).  
  In chapters 14-16 He’ll tell the Eleven that He’s going to send Another (the 
Holy Spirit) just like Him but Who will live within them and strengthen them 
to live the Christian life!  Jesus is going to share with His men (and us) the 
secret of His life.  That secret is based on (1) His relationship to His Father 
and (2) His being filled with and led by the Spirit.  “I only do and say what the 
Father sent Me to do and say.”  This same life is available to every believer, 
us!  Let’s join Jesus and His apostles as we learn the truths that really matter. 
  During the first part of this evening in an upper room, it seems the washing 
of the disciples’ feet took place first, then the Passover meal was being eaten, 
during which Jesus revealed Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial.   
 
  Read 13:1-11. :1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that 
His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father [leave 
this world and return to the Father], having loved His own who were in the 
world, He loved them to the end.  Perhaps this verse should be separated from 
:2f because Mt. 26:17, Mk. 14:12-17, and Lk. 22:11,14,15 make it clear that 
this was the Passover Supper.  Jesus would be crucified the next day, a Friday, 
the day before the Sabbath (Mk. 14:22, Lk. 23:54).  So they ate their Passover 
meal on Thursday evening.  This would be the last Passover meal before the 
inauguration of the New Covenant, established by the blood of Jesus shed on 
the cross.  Passover was the annual Jewish festival commemorating God’s 
deliverance of Israel from bondage in Egypt (Ex. 12:3-14). 
  Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that His hour had come to leave 
this world and return to His Father.  He had loved those who were His own in 
this world and He never stopped.  No limits, lit. to the fullest extent.  This is 
what the disciples needed to know: Jesus loved them! 
  Jesus fully knew His hour had come… Jesus was never a victim of 
circumstances or of men’s or even the devil’s evil schemes.  John was referring 
back to the time when Jesus realized His hour of death had come, when Jesus 
as a grain of wheat would fall into the ground and die (12:23-27). …when He 
would depart out of this world to the Father. Jesus, after His death, 
resurrection, and appearances would go back to the One who had sent Him. 
  So, on Thursday evening Jesus washed the apostles’ feet and observed the 
Lord’s Supper. Soon after this, a dispute arose among the 12 which one of 
them would betray Him and also disputing over which one of them was 
regarded to be greatest!  Can you believe that!!  At that time, the apostles 
started arguing about which one of them was the greatest (read Lk. 22:14-27)!   
  :2 During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him…  Judas was in the Upper Room for 
a while.  Yes, while the devil was involved, “Judas made a horrific choice.  He 
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was fully responsible for his act of betrayal. The contrast between Judas’ 
betrayal (:2) and Jesus’ love (:1) is glaring.” 
   :3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands 
[authority over everything], and that He had come forth from God and was 
going back to God….  Jesus, with the full knowledge that the Father had put 
everything into His hands and that He had come from the Father and would 
return to Him, the first expression of His love that evening was revealed by 
His washing of His apostles’ feet, all of them.  This is such an important verse.  
Because of knowing who He was and where He was from (from all eternity), 
sent by the Father, and where He’s going back to, to be with His Father…  
Moved by the sense of His own authority and identity, Jesus is simply the 
loving and obedient Son who does the will of His Father.  Jesus understood 
Himself in relationship with His Father. We have exactly the same relationship 
with the Father that Jesus had.  We are loved by the Father; we belong to Him; 
we’re going to Him.  If we know who we are (identity) and where we’re going 
(the place Jesus has prepared for us in the Father’s house), we have a deep 
sense of love and belonging and security. 
  “The greatest among you shall be your slave” (Mk. 10:35-45) must have fallen 
on deaf ears, which is indicated by the fact that the evening was going along 
with everyone’s feet still unwashed.  Usually a servant washed the guests’ feet.  
Since no servant was present, Jesus began to wash their dirty feet.  He :4 got 
up from [the] supper [table], and laid aside His garments [took off His robe]; 
and taking a towel, He girded Himself [wrapped the towel around His waist]. 
  :5 Then he poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded [around His waist]. 
As the 13 men were around the table, John was to Jesus’ left, Judas Iscariot on 
the right side of Jesus (both places of honor). “Yes, the Master even washed 
the feet of Judas, still trying to reach the traitor.” Jesus even seems to have 
observed at least part of the Passover supper with Judas.  “What kind of 
Teacher and Lord is this, that He is going to give His life for others, who’s 
going to express His love and serve the needs of those within His sphere of 
influence?”  This “scene left an indelible impression on the mind of the writer 
John.” What did the apostle Peter learn from this? He would later write (1 Pet. 
5:5b-7), “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another.”  
As Jesus was washing their feet and wiping them with the towel around His 
waist, “the silence was deafening!”  Everybody except Peter was at a loss what 
to say.  It also teaches us that because the Lord knows who He is—in terms of 
His relationship to the Father—He is able to minister to the disciples.  Even if 
you yourself are hurting, you can care about someone else’s hurt. 
  :6 So He came to Simon Peter.  He said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my 
feet?”  Peter was shocked!  Great emphasis: “YOU wash MY feet?  No way!!”  
  :7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not (fully) realize 
now, but you will understand (progress in knowledge) hereafter [Jesus 
replied, “You don’t understand now why I’m doing it. Someday you will.”]. 
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  :8 Peter said to Him, “Never shall You wash my feet!”  [“No,” Peter 
protested, “You will never wash my feet!”]  Later on that same evening, Peter 
declared he would lay down his life for Jesus; he just didn’t want Jesus to lay 
down His life for him.  Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have 
no part (absolutely none) with Me.”  Jesus is emphasizing the need of 
individuals to believe and accept the cleansing which He offers.  If we refuse 
to let Jesus establish a permanent relationship with us, never will we enjoy His 
fellowship.  Only those who by faith receive Jesus’ Person and work will 
experience being part of Jesus and His daily life. 
  :9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my 
hands and my head.” “Separation from Jesus was abhorrent to him.”  In 
typical fashion, he swung to the other extreme—“Give me a bath!”  Whatever 
Jesus was offering, Peter wanted all of it.    :10 Jesus said to him, “He who has 
bathed [all over] needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean.”  That 
initial coming to Jesus was likened to a bath in which we are washed all over, 
the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5).  “The man who has bathed,” returned 
Jesus, “only needs to wash his feet to be clean all over."  If a believer sins, he/she 
does not need to go back to the cross of Jesus to be saved all over again. 
  In the case of Peter and 10 other apostles, it was not their relationship that 
was in question, but their fellowship with Jesus day by day. Once we’ve taken 
a bath, we need only confess our sins to get our walk clean again (1 Jn. 1:9).  
To become a new creation in Jesus, there was only one sacrifice needed (Heb. 
10:14).  That ‘bath’ had only to occur once.  In fact, it could only occur once.  
“Lord Jesus, You’ve washed my heart; now wash my feet whenever they 
become dirty.”  The sense of His presence and love for us should have a daily 
impact on our lives:  A permanent relationship and daily fellowship with Him. 
   …“and you are clean, but not all of you [that isn’t true for everyone here].”  
There was one notable exception.  :11 For He (fully) knew the one who was 
betraying Him; for this reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.” [That is 
what He meant when He said, “Not all of you are clean.”]  Judas was not clean 
even though Jesus had washed his feet.  He knew that Judas had not taken a 
bath.  Jesus was not taken by surprise by Judas’ betrayal (6:70-71, Acts 2:23, 
Mt. 26:24).  These words were a last appeal and warning to Judas. “Judas, you 
need a bath!”  In the silence that followed, He finished washing their feet. 
Then they would have begun the Passover meal, where Jesus would point out 
Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial, and the apostles would begin arguing who 
was the greatest!  But before we get to Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial: 
  Think about Jesus—the Word, God, Creator, Life, Light, the Jewish Messiah, 
the Son of God—on His hands and knees serving you, and then follow His 
lead, operating by faith in your walk and in sharing His truths (Heb. 13:7). 
  Have you been born again (taken a bath), believed and received, believed the 
message of Jesus and called on His name, confessed Jesus as Lord and 
believed He was raised from the dead?  If so, you’ve ‘taken a bath’, you have 
a permanent relationship with Him!  If you have had your bath, perhaps you 
need to ask, “What is an area of my life where I am resisting the Lordship  
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of Jesus or not in fellowship with Him—perhaps a certain relationship, some 
shoddy business practice, some attitude toward your children or your parents 
or your mate or employer, the unkind words or tones you might have used, the 
wrong attitudes you had, the rebellious disobedience you manifested?” 
  It’s such a joy to be growing together in our Lord Jesus.  My love to you, Joel 
 
  Maranatha is found in 1 Cor. 16:22 = Our “Lord, come!” 
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was fully responsible for his act of betrayal. The contrast between Judas’ 
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was fully responsible for his act of betrayal. The contrast between Judas’ 
betrayal (:2) and Jesus’ love (:1) is glaring.” 
   :3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands 
[authority over everything], and that He had come forth from God and was 
going back to God….  Jesus, with the full knowledge that the Father had put 
everything into His hands and that He had come from the Father and would 
return to Him, the first expression of His love that evening was revealed by 
His washing of His apostles’ feet, all of them.  This is such an important verse.  
Because of knowing who He was and where He was from (from all eternity), 
sent by the Father, and where He’s going back to, to be with His Father…  
Moved by the sense of His own authority and identity, Jesus is simply the 
loving and obedient Son who does the will of His Father.  Jesus understood 
Himself in relationship with His Father. We have exactly the same relationship 
with the Father that Jesus had.  We are loved by the Father; we belong to Him; 
we’re going to Him.  If we know who we are (identity) and where we’re going 
(the place Jesus has prepared for us in the Father’s house), we have a deep 
sense of love and belonging and security. 
  “The greatest among you shall be your slave” (Mk. 10:35-45) must have fallen 
on deaf ears, which is indicated by the fact that the evening was going along 
with everyone’s feet still unwashed.  Usually a servant washed the guests’ feet.  
Since no servant was present, Jesus began to wash their dirty feet.  He :4 got 
up from [the] supper [table], and laid aside His garments [took off His robe]; 
and taking a towel, He girded Himself [wrapped the towel around His waist]. 
  :5 Then he poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded [around His waist]. 
As the 13 men were around the table, John was to Jesus’ left, Judas Iscariot on 
the right side of Jesus (both places of honor). “Yes, the Master even washed 
the feet of Judas, still trying to reach the traitor.” Jesus even seems to have 
observed at least part of the Passover supper with Judas.  “What kind of 
Teacher and Lord is this, that He is going to give His life for others, who’s 
going to express His love and serve the needs of those within His sphere of 
influence?”  This “scene left an indelible impression on the mind of the writer 
John.” What did the apostle Peter learn from this? He would later write (1 Pet. 
5:5b-7), “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another.”  
As Jesus was washing their feet and wiping them with the towel around His 
waist, “the silence was deafening!”  Everybody except Peter was at a loss what 
to say.  It also teaches us that because the Lord knows who He is—in terms of 
His relationship to the Father—He is able to minister to the disciples.  Even if 
you yourself are hurting, you can care about someone else’s hurt. 
  :6 So He came to Simon Peter.  He said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my 
feet?”  Peter was shocked!  Great emphasis: “YOU wash MY feet?  No way!!”  
  :7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not (fully) realize 
now, but you will understand (progress in knowledge) hereafter [Jesus 
replied, “You don’t understand now why I’m doing it. Someday you will.”]. 
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  :8 Peter said to Him, “Never shall You wash my feet!”  [“No,” Peter 
protested, “You will never wash my feet!”]  Later on that same evening, Peter 
declared he would lay down his life for Jesus; he just didn’t want Jesus to lay 
down His life for him.  Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have 
no part (absolutely none) with Me.”  Jesus is emphasizing the need of 
individuals to believe and accept the cleansing which He offers.  If we refuse 
to let Jesus establish a permanent relationship with us, never will we enjoy His 
fellowship.  Only those who by faith receive Jesus’ Person and work will 
experience being part of Jesus and His daily life. 
  :9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my 
hands and my head.” “Separation from Jesus was abhorrent to him.”  In 
typical fashion, he swung to the other extreme—“Give me a bath!”  Whatever 
Jesus was offering, Peter wanted all of it.    :10 Jesus said to him, “He who has 
bathed [all over] needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean.”  That 
initial coming to Jesus was likened to a bath in which we are washed all over, 
the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5).  “The man who has bathed,” returned 
Jesus, “only needs to wash his feet to be clean all over."  If a believer sins, he/she 
does not need to go back to the cross of Jesus to be saved all over again. 
  In the case of Peter and 10 other apostles, it was not their relationship that 
was in question, but their fellowship with Jesus day by day. Once we’ve taken 
a bath, we need only confess our sins to get our walk clean again (1 Jn. 1:9).  
To become a new creation in Jesus, there was only one sacrifice needed (Heb. 
10:14).  That ‘bath’ had only to occur once.  In fact, it could only occur once.  
“Lord Jesus, You’ve washed my heart; now wash my feet whenever they 
become dirty.”  The sense of His presence and love for us should have a daily 
impact on our lives:  A permanent relationship and daily fellowship with Him. 
   …“and you are clean, but not all of you [that isn’t true for everyone here].”  
There was one notable exception.  :11 For He (fully) knew the one who was 
betraying Him; for this reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.” [That is 
what He meant when He said, “Not all of you are clean.”]  Judas was not clean 
even though Jesus had washed his feet.  He knew that Judas had not taken a 
bath.  Jesus was not taken by surprise by Judas’ betrayal (6:70-71, Acts 2:23, 
Mt. 26:24).  These words were a last appeal and warning to Judas. “Judas, you 
need a bath!”  In the silence that followed, He finished washing their feet. 
Then they would have begun the Passover meal, where Jesus would point out 
Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial, and the apostles would begin arguing who 
was the greatest!  But before we get to Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial: 
  Think about Jesus—the Word, God, Creator, Life, Light, the Jewish Messiah, 
the Son of God—on His hands and knees serving you, and then follow His 
lead, operating by faith in your walk and in sharing His truths (Heb. 13:7). 
  Have you been born again (taken a bath), believed and received, believed the 
message of Jesus and called on His name, confessed Jesus as Lord and 
believed He was raised from the dead?  If so, you’ve ‘taken a bath’, you have 
a permanent relationship with Him!  If you have had your bath, perhaps you 
need to ask, “What is an area of my life where I am resisting the Lordship  
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of Jesus or not in fellowship with Him—perhaps a certain relationship, some 
shoddy business practice, some attitude toward your children or your parents 
or your mate or employer, the unkind words or tones you might have used, the 
wrong attitudes you had, the rebellious disobedience you manifested?” 
  It’s such a joy to be growing together in our Lord Jesus.  My love to you, Joel 
 
  Maranatha is found in 1 Cor. 16:22 = Our “Lord, come!” 
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