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  In Jn. 1:1-51, we saw who Jesus was, is, and always will be. Now we see His 
1st year of public ministry begin (2:1-4:54).  Although changing the water into 
wine was in Galilee, Jesus’ 1st year is centered mainly in Jerusalem (in John’s 
Gospel, Jesus is in Galilee only for brief periods (2:1-12, 4:43-54, 6:1-7:14). 
  In 2:13-25, we find Jesus and the disciples in Jerusalem for the Passover.  
The Temple in Jerusalem was the center of worship for the Israelites.  
“Comprising 25% of the city area, the Temple was the center of their life and 
identity, the very hub of political, religious, and economic activity.  Annual 
pilgrimages to the site were occasions of great significance and joy.”  Imagine 
the shock when Jesus entered that Temple during this festival and exercised 
righteous anger at what was being done to His Father’s house!  Read :12-22. 
  :12 After this [changing the water into wine at Cana] He went down to 
Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they 
stayed there a few days.  He spent some time with family and disciples in this 
city on the NW shore of the Sea of Galilee, some 90+ miles from Jerusalem.  
  :13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 
obedience to Ex. 23:14-17, Jesus ascended from 680’ below sea-level to 2500’ 
above sea-level. Every Jewish male was to go to Jerusalem 3X a year: 
Passover, Pentecost (Harvest), Tabernacles.  The Passover festival was held 
in early Spring, followed by the 7-day Feast of Unleavened Bread.   
  Passover was when the Jews remembered the night when the angel of death 
passed over the Jewish homes that were sprinkled with blood (Ex. 12:23-27).  
The Israelites would eat a lamb together, with bitter herbs and bread made 
without yeast.  A time of thanksgiving, singing Psalms 115-118.  This would 
be the first Passover for Jesus as the acknowledged Messiah (1:41), at the 
beginning of His public ministry.  It would be memorable!!  As they entered 
the Temple, it contained 4 courts: The Courts of the Gentiles, the Women, the 
Israelites, the Priests.  The Court of the Gentiles was for non-Jewish nations 
and people to worship and pray to God. However, Gentiles could not enter any 
other court; death would be the result.  The Jewish God was available to all. 
  :14-16 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.  Oxen, sheep, doves.  
:15 And He made a scourge of cords [a whip out of the cords that held the 
animals together] and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the 
oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables; :16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these 
things away; stop making My Father’s house a place (lit. house) of business.”  
  By the way, there would be a 2nd cleansing of this splendid Temple at the end 
of His public ministry (Mt. 21:12-16, Mk. 11:15-18, Lk. 19:45-46). 
  In the outer court of the Gentiles, there were people (from 100,000 to over a 
million), + oxen, sheep, doves, money changers.  The outer court had become 
a noisy market for changing money and selling animals.  The merchants would 
exchange foreign currency for Tyrian coinage, at a price (every Jewish male 
20 years of age and older had to pay an annual temple tax Ex. 30:13-14).  Both 
the animal dealers and money exchangers were exploiting the people (at the 
 
 

 
John 2:12-25                                                        Jesus Unleashed!  Page 2 of 3 
 
2nd cleansing, Jesus called it a robbers’ den (Jer. 7:11). It had become a 
stockyard, a religious racket, a money-making machine (lit. emporium)!!  
“The lowing of the oxen, the bleating of the sheep, the cooing of the doves, 
the shouts of the traders, the rattle of the coins, the voices raised in bargaining 
disputes: worship was impossible,” at least for God-seeking Gentiles. 
  In the midst of this mayhem, Jesus came and with a whip, drove them all 
(sheep, oxen, the sellers of these animals) out of the temple.  Then He poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  To those who 
were selling the doves (the sacrifice of the poorer people), He said “Take these 
things away.  Stop making My Father’s house a house of business!”  Wow! 
  Jesus’ Father’s house was to be a place of prayer for the nations (Is. 56:7) 
but it had been crowded out by this religious racket. “Stop it! This is My 
Father’s house!” Jesus was concerned with His Father’s name & pure worship. 
  :17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE 
WILL CONSUME ME [PS.69:9].” Jesus was filled with “holy zeal, the wrath of the 
Lamb.” Like David, Jesus suffered, personally feeling the pain when His 
Father was dishonored.  It was an amazing display of righteous anger (anger 
under God’s control)!  Judgment had begun at the hub of religious activity! 
  Psalm 69 was taken to refer to the Messiah (later quoted in 15:25 & 19:28). 
We see Jesus’ passion for the Father and His jealous guardianship of the 
Father’s interests.  This action was the action of none other than the Jewish 
Christ, the Son of God!  Can you imagine what the disciples felt while this 
was going on!  Embarrassed perhaps or fearful of what the authorities would 
do.  After Jesus’ resurrection, they remembered Ps. 69:9, but at this moment?? 
  :18 The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority 
for doing these things (lit. that You do these)?” Mal. 3:1 says, “And the Lord 
(Adonai), whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple.”  The Jewish 
leadership recognized this as an act of the Messiah. They demanded to see His 
credentials: “What’s Your sign/authority for doing these things?” (They do the 
same later in 6:30. Also see Mt. 12:38, 16:1, Mk. 8:11-12, Lk. 11:16, Jn. 6:30, 
1 Cor. 1:22.)  One man in the crowd recognized Jesus’ sign; his name was 
Nicodemus; read 3:2.  Notice Nicodemus says “We realize God is with You.” 
  :19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple (Grk. naos, sanctuary), and 
in three days I will raise it up.”  First, Jesus never said He would destroy the 
whole physical Temple and then rebuild it.  In :14-15, when it tells of Jesus 
cleansing the Temple, the word used for temple is ‘hieron’ which refers to the 
Temple as a whole (temple complex).  The word Jesus uses in :19 and the 
Jews repeat in :20 is ‘naos’, which refers to the inner sanctuary of the temple: 
where God would dwell with His people and where His glory could be seen. 
  The only sign that would have any meaning to them:  the sign of His own 
resurrection.  “In 3 days I will build another, not made with hands” (Mk. 
14:58).  How many of us would have understood Him that day? 
  :20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple (naos, 
sanctuary), and will You raise it up in three days?”  It had begun in 20 B.C. 
The idea that Jesus would raise up in just 3 days a structure which had already 
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been in the building process for 46 years and was not yet finished (A.D. 64)! 
  :21 But He was speaking of the temple (naos, sanctuary) of His body.  These 
words are John’s interpretation written long afterwards.  We meet God in Jesus 
and only in Jesus, not in a place or building but in a Person.  He is the place 
where the glory of God can be seen and experienced.  Jesus had come to show 
people a way to come to God without any physical Temple at all!  God is 
spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (4:24).  
  :22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that 
He said this; and they believed the Scripture [Ps. 16:10] and the word which 
Jesus had spoken.  They did not catch the meaning until after His resurrection.   
  Read :23-25. :23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during 
the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was 
doing. Sēmeia means a sign. They told people something about the person 
who did the sign.  John doesn’t tell us what miracles Jesus did in Jerusalem, 
but Jesus did do signs there.  They pointed to His Person.  Saving faith must 
go beyond the signs to the Person.  A faith that is based on the Person of Jesus 
(the One described in chapter 1) is what saves anyone.  
  :24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew 
all men. Jesus didn’t entrust Himself to those who had professed belief only 
on the basis of His miracles.  The things that were necessarily arresting, 
startling, spectacular were all they wanted. He did not want followers unless 
they clearly knew & definitely accepted what was involved in following Him. 
  Jesus knew there were many whose interest in Him would be short-lived.  If 
He had begun to talk to them about who He was or about following the 
Father’s will, “they would have stared at Him with blank incomprehension 
and left Him on the spot, as they did after He had fed them in chapter 6.” 
  :25 And because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He 
Himself knew what was in man.  Jesus knew people could be swept away in 
a moment of emotion, and then back out when they discovered what choosing 
to believe and to follow Him really meant.  “The apparatus of Jewish religion—
Temple, Sabbath, circumcision, the law—would be done away in Christ.”  It’s not 
a performance-based acceptance but a Jesus-in-and-through-us acceptance. 
 
 The Jewish religious ‘practices’ had crept inside the Temple until people were 
probably unaware that anything was wrong with the practices.  What religious 
‘practices’ do we mechanically follow without thinking about their meaning? 
  The disciples looked at the Lord Jesus with different eyes as they walked 
away from this scene.  How does this passage and its truths impact you? 
  If Jesus, prompted by the Father, cleaned out the Temple, it was honoring to 
the Father and it was best for the Temple.  We are temples of the Spirit of God 
and Jesus lives in our spirits, so if He cleans out certain areas, it’s honoring to 
the Father and best for us!  See 1 Pet. 4:12-19.  People saw what God saw 
when Jesus looked at the Temple.  What does God see when He looks at our 
lives?  What changes does He want to make in you? 
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2nd cleansing, Jesus called it a robbers’ den (Jer. 7:11). It had become a 
stockyard, a religious racket, a money-making machine (lit. emporium)!!  
“The lowing of the oxen, the bleating of the sheep, the cooing of the doves, 
the shouts of the traders, the rattle of the coins, the voices raised in bargaining 
disputes: worship was impossible,” at least for God-seeking Gentiles. 
  In the midst of this mayhem, Jesus came and with a whip, drove them all 
(sheep, oxen, the sellers of these animals) out of the temple.  Then He poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  To those who 
were selling the doves (the sacrifice of the poorer people), He said “Take these 
things away.  Stop making My Father’s house a house of business!”  Wow! 
  Jesus’ Father’s house was to be a place of prayer for the nations (Is. 56:7) 
but it had been crowded out by this religious racket. “Stop it! This is My 
Father’s house!” Jesus was concerned with His Father’s name & pure worship. 
  :17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE 
WILL CONSUME ME [PS.69:9].” Jesus was filled with “holy zeal, the wrath of the 
Lamb.” Like David, Jesus suffered, personally feeling the pain when His 
Father was dishonored.  It was an amazing display of righteous anger (anger 
under God’s control)!  Judgment had begun at the hub of religious activity! 
  Psalm 69 was taken to refer to the Messiah (later quoted in 15:25 & 19:28). 
We see Jesus’ passion for the Father and His jealous guardianship of the 
Father’s interests.  This action was the action of none other than the Jewish 
Christ, the Son of God!  Can you imagine what the disciples felt while this 
was going on!  Embarrassed perhaps or fearful of what the authorities would 
do.  After Jesus’ resurrection, they remembered Ps. 69:9, but at this moment?? 
  :18 The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority 
for doing these things (lit. that You do these)?” Mal. 3:1 says, “And the Lord 
(Adonai), whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple.”  The Jewish 
leadership recognized this as an act of the Messiah. They demanded to see His 
credentials: “What’s Your sign/authority for doing these things?” (They do the 
same later in 6:30. Also see Mt. 12:38, 16:1, Mk. 8:11-12, Lk. 11:16, Jn. 6:30, 
1 Cor. 1:22.)  One man in the crowd recognized Jesus’ sign; his name was 
Nicodemus; read 3:2.  Notice Nicodemus says “We realize God is with You.” 
  :19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple (Grk. naos, sanctuary), and 
in three days I will raise it up.”  First, Jesus never said He would destroy the 
whole physical Temple and then rebuild it.  In :14-15, when it tells of Jesus 
cleansing the Temple, the word used for temple is ‘hieron’ which refers to the 
Temple as a whole (temple complex).  The word Jesus uses in :19 and the 
Jews repeat in :20 is ‘naos’, which refers to the inner sanctuary of the temple: 
where God would dwell with His people and where His glory could be seen. 
  The only sign that would have any meaning to them:  the sign of His own 
resurrection.  “In 3 days I will build another, not made with hands” (Mk. 
14:58).  How many of us would have understood Him that day? 
  :20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple (naos, 
sanctuary), and will You raise it up in three days?”  It had begun in 20 B.C. 
The idea that Jesus would raise up in just 3 days a structure which had already 
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been in the building process for 46 years and was not yet finished (A.D. 64)! 
  :21 But He was speaking of the temple (naos, sanctuary) of His body.  These 
words are John’s interpretation written long afterwards.  We meet God in Jesus 
and only in Jesus, not in a place or building but in a Person.  He is the place 
where the glory of God can be seen and experienced.  Jesus had come to show 
people a way to come to God without any physical Temple at all!  God is 
spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (4:24).  
  :22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that 
He said this; and they believed the Scripture [Ps. 16:10] and the word which 
Jesus had spoken.  They did not catch the meaning until after His resurrection.   
  Read :23-25. :23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during 
the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was 
doing. Sēmeia means a sign. They told people something about the person 
who did the sign.  John doesn’t tell us what miracles Jesus did in Jerusalem, 
but Jesus did do signs there.  They pointed to His Person.  Saving faith must 
go beyond the signs to the Person.  A faith that is based on the Person of Jesus 
(the One described in chapter 1) is what saves anyone.  
  :24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew 
all men. Jesus didn’t entrust Himself to those who had professed belief only 
on the basis of His miracles.  The things that were necessarily arresting, 
startling, spectacular were all they wanted. He did not want followers unless 
they clearly knew & definitely accepted what was involved in following Him. 
  Jesus knew there were many whose interest in Him would be short-lived.  If 
He had begun to talk to them about who He was or about following the 
Father’s will, “they would have stared at Him with blank incomprehension 
and left Him on the spot, as they did after He had fed them in chapter 6.” 
  :25 And because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He 
Himself knew what was in man.  Jesus knew people could be swept away in 
a moment of emotion, and then back out when they discovered what choosing 
to believe and to follow Him really meant.  “The apparatus of Jewish religion—
Temple, Sabbath, circumcision, the law—would be done away in Christ.”  It’s not 
a performance-based acceptance but a Jesus-in-and-through-us acceptance. 
 
 The Jewish religious ‘practices’ had crept inside the Temple until people were 
probably unaware that anything was wrong with the practices.  What religious 
‘practices’ do we mechanically follow without thinking about their meaning? 
  The disciples looked at the Lord Jesus with different eyes as they walked 
away from this scene.  How does this passage and its truths impact you? 
  If Jesus, prompted by the Father, cleaned out the Temple, it was honoring to 
the Father and it was best for the Temple.  We are temples of the Spirit of God 
and Jesus lives in our spirits, so if He cleans out certain areas, it’s honoring to 
the Father and best for us!  See 1 Pet. 4:12-19.  People saw what God saw 
when Jesus looked at the Temple.  What does God see when He looks at our 
lives?  What changes does He want to make in you? 
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  In Jn. 1:1-51, we saw who Jesus was, is, and always will be. Now we see His 
1st year of public ministry begin (2:1-4:54).  Although changing the water into 
wine was in Galilee, Jesus’ 1st year is centered mainly in Jerusalem (in John’s 
Gospel, Jesus is in Galilee only for brief periods (2:1-12, 4:43-54, 6:1-7:14). 
  In 2:13-25, we find Jesus and the disciples in Jerusalem for the Passover.  
The Temple in Jerusalem was the center of worship for the Israelites.  
“Comprising 25% of the city area, the Temple was the center of their life and 
identity, the very hub of political, religious, and economic activity.  Annual 
pilgrimages to the site were occasions of great significance and joy.”  Imagine 
the shock when Jesus entered that Temple during this festival and exercised 
righteous anger at what was being done to His Father’s house!  Read :12-22. 
  :12 After this [changing the water into wine at Cana] He went down to 
Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they 
stayed there a few days.  He spent some time with family and disciples in this 
city on the NW shore of the Sea of Galilee, some 90+ miles from Jerusalem.  
  :13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 
obedience to Ex. 23:14-17, Jesus ascended from 680’ below sea-level to 2500’ 
above sea-level. Every Jewish male was to go to Jerusalem 3X a year: 
Passover, Pentecost (Harvest), Tabernacles.  The Passover festival was held 
in early Spring, followed by the 7-day Feast of Unleavened Bread.   
  Passover was when the Jews remembered the night when the angel of death 
passed over the Jewish homes that were sprinkled with blood (Ex. 12:23-27).  
The Israelites would eat a lamb together, with bitter herbs and bread made 
without yeast.  A time of thanksgiving, singing Psalms 115-118.  This would 
be the first Passover for Jesus as the acknowledged Messiah (1:41), at the 
beginning of His public ministry.  It would be memorable!!  As they entered 
the Temple, it contained 4 courts: The Courts of the Gentiles, the Women, the 
Israelites, the Priests.  The Court of the Gentiles was for non-Jewish nations 
and people to worship and pray to God. However, Gentiles could not enter any 
other court; death would be the result.  The Jewish God was available to all. 
  :14-16 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.  Oxen, sheep, doves.  
:15 And He made a scourge of cords [a whip out of the cords that held the 
animals together] and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the 
oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables; :16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these 
things away; stop making My Father’s house a place (lit. house) of business.”  
  By the way, there would be a 2nd cleansing of this splendid Temple at the end 
of His public ministry (Mt. 21:12-16, Mk. 11:15-18, Lk. 19:45-46). 
  In the outer court of the Gentiles, there were people (from 100,000 to over a 
million), + oxen, sheep, doves, money changers.  The outer court had become 
a noisy market for changing money and selling animals.  The merchants would 
exchange foreign currency for Tyrian coinage, at a price (every Jewish male 
20 years of age and older had to pay an annual temple tax Ex. 30:13-14).  Both 
the animal dealers and money exchangers were exploiting the people (at the 
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animals together] and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the 
oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables; :16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these 
things away; stop making My Father’s house a place (lit. house) of business.”  
  By the way, there would be a 2nd cleansing of this splendid Temple at the end 
of His public ministry (Mt. 21:12-16, Mk. 11:15-18, Lk. 19:45-46). 
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million), + oxen, sheep, doves, money changers.  The outer court had become 
a noisy market for changing money and selling animals.  The merchants would 
exchange foreign currency for Tyrian coinage, at a price (every Jewish male 
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2nd cleansing, Jesus called it a robbers’ den (Jer. 7:11). It had become a 
stockyard, a religious racket, a money-making machine (lit. emporium)!!  
“The lowing of the oxen, the bleating of the sheep, the cooing of the doves, 
the shouts of the traders, the rattle of the coins, the voices raised in bargaining 
disputes: worship was impossible,” at least for God-seeking Gentiles. 
  In the midst of this mayhem, Jesus came and with a whip, drove them all 
(sheep, oxen, the sellers of these animals) out of the temple.  Then He poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  To those who 
were selling the doves (the sacrifice of the poorer people), He said “Take these 
things away.  Stop making My Father’s house a house of business!”  Wow! 
  Jesus’ Father’s house was to be a place of prayer for the nations (Is. 56:7) 
but it had been crowded out by this religious racket. “Stop it! This is My 
Father’s house!” Jesus was concerned with His Father’s name & pure worship. 
  :17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE 
WILL CONSUME ME [PS.69:9].” Jesus was filled with “holy zeal, the wrath of the 
Lamb.” Like David, Jesus suffered, personally feeling the pain when His 
Father was dishonored.  It was an amazing display of righteous anger (anger 
under God’s control)!  Judgment had begun at the hub of religious activity! 
  Psalm 69 was taken to refer to the Messiah (later quoted in 15:25 & 19:28). 
We see Jesus’ passion for the Father and His jealous guardianship of the 
Father’s interests.  This action was the action of none other than the Jewish 
Christ, the Son of God!  Can you imagine what the disciples felt while this 
was going on!  Embarrassed perhaps or fearful of what the authorities would 
do.  After Jesus’ resurrection, they remembered Ps. 69:9, but at this moment?? 
  :18 The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority 
for doing these things (lit. that You do these)?” Mal. 3:1 says, “And the Lord 
(Adonai), whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple.”  The Jewish 
leadership recognized this as an act of the Messiah. They demanded to see His 
credentials: “What’s Your sign/authority for doing these things?” (They do the 
same later in 6:30. Also see Mt. 12:38, 16:1, Mk. 8:11-12, Lk. 11:16, Jn. 6:30, 
1 Cor. 1:22.)  One man in the crowd recognized Jesus’ sign; his name was 
Nicodemus; read 3:2.  Notice Nicodemus says “We realize God is with You.” 
  :19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple (Grk. naos, sanctuary), and 
in three days I will raise it up.”  First, Jesus never said He would destroy the 
whole physical Temple and then rebuild it.  In :14-15, when it tells of Jesus 
cleansing the Temple, the word used for temple is ‘hieron’ which refers to the 
Temple as a whole (temple complex).  The word Jesus uses in :19 and the 
Jews repeat in :20 is ‘naos’, which refers to the inner sanctuary of the temple: 
where God would dwell with His people and where His glory could be seen. 
  The only sign that would have any meaning to them:  the sign of His own 
resurrection.  “In 3 days I will build another, not made with hands” (Mk. 
14:58).  How many of us would have understood Him that day? 
  :20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple (naos, 
sanctuary), and will You raise it up in three days?”  It had begun in 20 B.C. 
The idea that Jesus would raise up in just 3 days a structure which had already 
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been in the building process for 46 years and was not yet finished (A.D. 64)! 
  :21 But He was speaking of the temple (naos, sanctuary) of His body.  These 
words are John’s interpretation written long afterwards.  We meet God in Jesus 
and only in Jesus, not in a place or building but in a Person.  He is the place 
where the glory of God can be seen and experienced.  Jesus had come to show 
people a way to come to God without any physical Temple at all!  God is 
spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (4:24).  
  :22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that 
He said this; and they believed the Scripture [Ps. 16:10] and the word which 
Jesus had spoken.  They did not catch the meaning until after His resurrection.   
  Read :23-25. :23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during 
the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was 
doing. Sēmeia means a sign. They told people something about the person 
who did the sign.  John doesn’t tell us what miracles Jesus did in Jerusalem, 
but Jesus did do signs there.  They pointed to His Person.  Saving faith must 
go beyond the signs to the Person.  A faith that is based on the Person of Jesus 
(the One described in chapter 1) is what saves anyone.  
  :24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew 
all men. Jesus didn’t entrust Himself to those who had professed belief only 
on the basis of His miracles.  The things that were necessarily arresting, 
startling, spectacular were all they wanted. He did not want followers unless 
they clearly knew & definitely accepted what was involved in following Him. 
  Jesus knew there were many whose interest in Him would be short-lived.  If 
He had begun to talk to them about who He was or about following the 
Father’s will, “they would have stared at Him with blank incomprehension 
and left Him on the spot, as they did after He had fed them in chapter 6.” 
  :25 And because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He 
Himself knew what was in man.  Jesus knew people could be swept away in 
a moment of emotion, and then back out when they discovered what choosing 
to believe and to follow Him really meant.  “The apparatus of Jewish religion—
Temple, Sabbath, circumcision, the law—would be done away in Christ.”  It’s not 
a performance-based acceptance but a Jesus-in-and-through-us acceptance. 
 
 The Jewish religious ‘practices’ had crept inside the Temple until people were 
probably unaware that anything was wrong with the practices.  What religious 
‘practices’ do we mechanically follow without thinking about their meaning? 
  The disciples looked at the Lord Jesus with different eyes as they walked 
away from this scene.  How does this passage and its truths impact you? 
  If Jesus, prompted by the Father, cleaned out the Temple, it was honoring to 
the Father and it was best for the Temple.  We are temples of the Spirit of God 
and Jesus lives in our spirits, so if He cleans out certain areas, it’s honoring to 
the Father and best for us!  See 1 Pet. 4:12-19.  People saw what God saw 
when Jesus looked at the Temple.  What does God see when He looks at our 
lives?  What changes does He want to make in you? 
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