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Welcome once again to a study of our Lord Jesus. Chapters 13-17 make up
what has been called the Upper Room Discourse; these chapters were
addressed not to unbelievers but to His followers. Chapters 18-21 record
Jesus’ trials, death, burial, resurrection, and appearances.

Once we come to know, believe in, and follow Jesus as the great I AM, not
only will our thinking & actions change, but first, ‘we’ will be changed. God’s
main work is not through us but in us. The emphasis in Jn. 13:1-11 is what
Jesus has done for us. The emphasis in 13:12-20 is how we should respond:
“I have set you an example. You will be blessed if you act in the same way.”

Read 13:1-17. :12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments

(put His outer robe on again) and reclined at the table again, He said to them,
“Do you know (are you progressing in knowledge) what I have done to you?”
:13 “You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am [because
it’s true]. The context for this example and teaching is Jesus’ washing their
feet, then observing the Lord’s Supper with them, during which, according to
LK. 22:24, the apostles began arguing among themselves as to which was the
greatest! Talk about slow learners!! Jesus was modeling & teaching humility,
the opposite of pride; why? Because servanthood and humility, not pride, is
the mark of true greatness. See 1 Pet. 5:5b-7, Phil. 2:3-8, Mk. 10:35-45.
Humility includes serving one another, not just our Lord. What Jesus had
done for them was to provide an example (a model, a pattern to follow) to
learn the importance of humble, loving service. “You call Me Teacher, with
the right to instruct you. You call Me Lord, with the right to command you.
You’re right, I’'m both!” Do you know what I’ve just done to you?

:14 “If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet.” :15 “For I gave you an example that you also
should do as I did to you. (I have given you an example to follow, a pattern to
trace. Do as I have done to you.)”. If I humbly served you by washing your
feet, you should wash one another’s feet. If you truly want to be the ‘greatest’,
then show it by serving all our Lord brings into your sphere of influence,
whether that’s your mate, your children, your parents, your friends, your
neighbors, your fellow-workers, the cashier, your waiter/waitress, etc. And,
if we see a brother or sister struggling and falling off the path, practice Gal.
5:13, 6:1-2, and Phil. 2:1-4 (read). As Jesus did with Judas and Peter, He calls
us to keep loving and moving toward even someone who may end up
betraying or denying us. As Christians, we should be celebrating what God is
doing in each other’s lives and praying for each other, honoring and serving
one another, practicing the ‘one-another’s’ of Scripture. We are to show grace
to each other even as God in Christ showed grace to us (Eph. 4:32). We are to
have a ministry to one another, helping each other keep our spiritual feet clean.

Each one of us is a valuable and spiritually gifted person in the one Body of
Christ. The only authority that matters is that of our Head, our Lord Jesus!
He is our Lord, our Teacher, our Model. Copy His example.

This means the Body gathering, whether in a home or in a Bible study or in
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a local church meeting, becomes “a place where we can’t wait to get to so we
can see what God is doing in the lives of His people and through His people.”
“Lord, where can You use my life in building up Your Body and touching the
world around me (Eph. 4:12)?” “There can be no true leadership in the Body
except one who has his/her model the Master who does the work of a slave.”

:15 “For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.”
Jesus here reverses the order of the world’s ideas of greatness, rank, and
significance. According to Jesus, to be great in God’s realm you become the
servant of all (Mk. 10:35-45). Where does influence, real authority come
from? It comes from humble, loving service, in spite of the response.

In Jn. 13, the Lord gave an example of humility and love and service. What
Jesus had in mind was not an outward rite but an inner attitude, that of humility
and eagerness to serve. As someone remarked, “Modeling the truth far
outweighs preaching it to the young.” To be able to practice this, we have to
be secure in our identity with God. That was where Jesus started. He knew
who He was, why He had come, and where He was going. May we know who
we are in Him and why we are here and where we are going. Serving one
another. How? Do something that someone needs done.

:16-17 “Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor
is one who is sent [apostolos; the messenger, one who is sent to deliver a
message] greater than the one who sent him. :17 If you (fully) know these
things, you are blessed if you do them. [Now do them! That is the path of
blessing.].” When we are obedient to Jesus’ words (15:14), we will receive a
blessing. Our Lord gives grace to the humble (1 Pet. 5:5b), as we serve one
another. How do we serve? We by faith simply do something that someone
needs done; we keep Jesus’ words. Jesus not only talks about a right attitude
but He also calls us to act on what He said.

As we come to :18-38, we’ll see one who hasn’t received Jesus and one who
will deny Jesus three times! The treachery of Judas Iscariot foretold (:18-21),
the 12 astonished by the news (:22-25), and the traitor addressed by the Lord
(:26-30). In :31-38, Jesus will give them a new commandment and predict
Peter’s denials. We’ll just look at :18-20 in this study (read).

In these verses the dialogue turns to a picture of the betrayer. :18 “I do not
speak of [I am not speaking about] all of you. I (fully) know the ones I have
chosen; but it is that the Scripture [Ps. 41:9] may be fulfilled [will soon come
true], ‘He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.” Jesus handled
the rejection by Judas as a fulfillment of Scripture and as the Father’s will.

Judas Iscariot looked like a disciple; he even acted like a disciple, but he was
a traitor. It’s not that Judas had to be that betrayer or wasn’t chosen (7:70).
Judas freely chose to do what he did. Lk. 22:22 speaks of God’s sovereignty
in all this, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed. Judas had every
opportunity to turn from his sin; it wasn’t too late. But at this point his mind
was made up. He’s already made plans to betray Jesus (Lk. 22:1-6),

Also notice, Jesus understood Ps. 41:9 and realized Judas was the fulfillment
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of that verse. Jesus accepted Judas’ place leading to His crucifixion. But
please remember, Jesus was not going to be killed by anyone. He was
choosing to die, in our place and for our sins. It was His Father’s will.

Ps. 41:9 To eat bread together was a mark of close fellowship. King David
was lamenting the defection of a trusted confidant. The traitor would come from
among His most intimate friends. Being betrayed by a friend is hard to take: for
no valid reason, your companion gets up & kicks you in the face! That’s what
Judas did to Jesus. Note, in this passage, there is no hint of anger by Jesus,
only of sorrow. The Lord loved Judas. He loved him and kept reaching out
to him. This was “Jesus’ last-ditch stand to reach Judas before it was too late.”

:19 “From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass [before it happens]
so that when it does occur, you may believe that I AM He [the One I claim to
be—I AM!].” I AM—an emphatic form of speech. Jesus was not merely asking
for them to believe He was sent by the Father but also that He was Yahweh
(read 8:24,28,58)! 1 AM is God’s OT name, His forever name. He tells them
now so that they will remember afterwards. The Spirit will bring it to mind.

20 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives [accepts, welcomes]
whomever I send (Grk. apostolos, My messenger) receives Me; and he who
receives Me receives Him [the One, the Father] who sent Me.” Failure to receive
Jesus would mean failure to know Jesus’ Father. Judas didn’t receive/welcome/
accept either Jesus or the Father who had sent His Son. Judas had never yielded
to Jesus’ Lordship or His teaching. 1:11-12 tells us Judas failed because he never
received the Word (Jesus and the Bible).

Also, Jesus was reassuring the Eleven that Judas’ betrayal would not nullify
their commission; He was still going to send them as His reps in the world.
They would be sent (apostolos, messengers), having the full authority of the
One who had sent them. In the end, the other apostles saw how God used evil
for good, for the fulfillment of Scripture, and for the redemption of His own.

So, how do we apply these truths? First, when someone comes to us to wash our
feet, to help us with some problem of Biblical sin or error in our lives, if they
speak the Word and do it in love and humility, remember that this person was sent
by Jesus; Jesus is serving us through that individual. Don’t reject the love of Jesus
being expressed through that individual. This thought is based on Gal. 6:1-2.

Second, as we reach out in love and service and humility to touch others
(including the unlovely who are now everywhere in our society) with the love and
message of Jesus, remember Jesus is loving them through us; He’s the only One
who can revolutionize our lives and theirs. It’s like, “When people receive you,
when they allow you to wash their feet, it is as though I Myself am washing their
feet.” That gives great significance to foot-washing. If someone receives us,
they’re actually receiving Jesus and the One who sent Jesus, the Father. We
become part of what could be called ‘the chain of grace’. The Father sends Jesus,
and now Jesus sends us. Being part of that ‘chain of grace’ means you are an
extender of the grace and love and words of God to all those whom God places in
your world. May this passage impact us greatly. Joel

John 13:12-20 notes

Introduction Jesus had even washed Judas Iscariot’s feet; He loved him. It
took the apostles a long time to begin to comprehend the intensity of Jesus’
love for them, and the nature of His humility in dealing with them. He loved
them to the end.

:14 We are to share the Word of God (Jesus, the Bible) with others, and be
an example as Jesus was. We are to continually wash each other’s feet by
loving and serving them, whatever that looks like. So, true humility includes
serving one another, not just our Lord and Teacher. Remember Lk. 6:46,
“Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?” We’re to
humbly love, be one, and serve. Jesus clearly set that example.

:15 This is the only place where the word ‘example’ occurs in the four
Gospels.

:15 Remember when Jesus was dealing with the demon-possessed man in
MKk. 5:1-20? This man was “isolated, dwelling among the tombs. He was a
thoroughly unlovely character, and no one would come near him—except
Jesus of Nazareth.” Out of loving, humble service, Jesus cast out the demons.
What did the local townspeople then ask Jesus to do? Leave their region!

:15 An example, not of foot washing, yet, if you want to wash other’s feet,
go for it!

:16 This saying is also found in 15:20, Mt. 10:24; Lk. 6:40, Lk. 22:27.

Do the Lord’s Supper together?

:17 So our prayer needs to be, “Lord, don’t bless what we do but may we do
what You bless!

:18 Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, is talked about in Mt. 10:4, 26:25,48,
27:3; MKk. 3:19, 14:44; LK. 6:16; Jn. 6:71, 12:4, 18:2.

:18 Jesus received Judas “without prejudice or based on performance.”
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then show it by serving all our Lord brings into your sphere of influence,
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neighbors, your fellow-workers, the cashier, your waiter/waitress, etc. And,
if we see a brother or sister struggling and falling off the path, practice Gal.
5:13, 6:1-2, and Phil. 2:1-4 (read). As Jesus did with Judas and Peter, He calls
us to keep loving and moving toward even someone who may end up
betraying or denying us. As Christians, we should be celebrating what God is
doing in each other’s lives and praying for each other, honoring and serving
one another, practicing the ‘one-another’s’ of Scripture. We are to show grace
to each other even as God in Christ showed grace to us (Eph. 4:32). We are to
have a ministry to one another, helping each other keep our spiritual feet clean.

Each one of us is a valuable and spiritually gifted person in the one Body of
Christ. The only authority that matters is that of our Head, our Lord Jesus!
He is our Lord, our Teacher, our Model. Copy His example.

This means the Body gathering, whether in a home or in a Bible study or in
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a local church meeting, becomes “a place where we can’t wait to get to so we
can see what God is doing in the lives of His people and through His people.”
“Lord, where can You use my life in building up Your Body and touching the
world around me (Eph. 4:12)?” “There can be no true leadership in the Body
except one who has his/her model the Master who does the work of a slave.”

:15 “For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.”
Jesus here reverses the order of the world’s ideas of greatness, rank, and
significance. According to Jesus, to be great in God’s realm you become the
servant of all (Mk. 10:35-45). Where does influence, real authority come
from? It comes from humble, loving service, in spite of the response.

In Jn. 13, the Lord gave an example of humility and love and service. What
Jesus had in mind was not an outward rite but an inner attitude, that of humility
and eagerness to serve. As someone remarked, “Modeling the truth far
outweighs preaching it to the young.” To be able to practice this, we have to
be secure in our identity with God. That was where Jesus started. He knew
who He was, why He had come, and where He was going. May we know who
we are in Him and why we are here and where we are going. Serving one
another. How? Do something that someone needs done.

:16-17 “Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor
is one who is sent [apostolos; the messenger, one who is sent to deliver a
message] greater than the one who sent him. :17 If you (fully) know these
things, you are blessed if you do them. [Now do them! That is the path of
blessing.].” When we are obedient to Jesus’ words (15:14), we will receive a
blessing. Our Lord gives grace to the humble (1 Pet. 5:5b), as we serve one
another. How do we serve? We by faith simply do something that someone
needs done; we keep Jesus’ words. Jesus not only talks about a right attitude
but He also calls us to act on what He said.

As we come to :18-38, we’ll see one who hasn’t received Jesus and one who
will deny Jesus three times! The treachery of Judas Iscariot foretold (:18-21),
the 12 astonished by the news (:22-25), and the traitor addressed by the Lord
(:26-30). In :31-38, Jesus will give them a new commandment and predict
Peter’s denials. We’ll just look at :18-20 in this study (read).

In these verses the dialogue turns to a picture of the betrayer. :18 “I do not
speak of [I am not speaking about] all of you. I (fully) know the ones I have
chosen; but it is that the Scripture [Ps. 41:9] may be fulfilled [will soon come
true], ‘He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.” Jesus handled
the rejection by Judas as a fulfillment of Scripture and as the Father’s will.

Judas Iscariot looked like a disciple; he even acted like a disciple, but he was
a traitor. It’s not that Judas had to be that betrayer or wasn’t chosen (7:70).
Judas freely chose to do what he did. Lk. 22:22 speaks of God’s sovereignty
in all this, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed. Judas had every
opportunity to turn from his sin; it wasn’t too late. But at this point his mind
was made up. He’s already made plans to betray Jesus (Lk. 22:1-6),

Also notice, Jesus understood Ps. 41:9 and realized Judas was the fulfillment



John 13:12-20 Page 3 of 3

of that verse. Jesus accepted Judas’ place leading to His crucifixion. But
please remember, Jesus was not going to be killed by anyone. He was
choosing to die, in our place and for our sins. It was His Father’s will.

Ps. 41:9 To eat bread together was a mark of close fellowship. King David
was lamenting the defection of a trusted confidant. The traitor would come from
among His most intimate friends. Being betrayed by a friend is hard to take: for
no valid reason, your companion gets up & kicks you in the face! That’s what
Judas did to Jesus. Note, in this passage, there is no hint of anger by Jesus,
only of sorrow. The Lord loved Judas. He loved him and kept reaching out
to him. This was “Jesus’ last-ditch stand to reach Judas before it was too late.”

:19 “From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass [before it happens]
so that when it does occur, you may believe that I AM He [the One I claim to
be—I AM!].” I AM—an emphatic form of speech. Jesus was not merely asking
for them to believe He was sent by the Father but also that He was Yahweh
(read 8:24,28,58)! 1 AM is God’s OT name, His forever name. He tells them
now so that they will remember afterwards. The Spirit will bring it to mind.

20 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives [accepts, welcomes]
whomever I send (Grk. apostolos, My messenger) receives Me; and he who
receives Me receives Him [the One, the Father] who sent Me.” Failure to receive
Jesus would mean failure to know Jesus’ Father. Judas didn’t receive/welcome/
accept either Jesus or the Father who had sent His Son. Judas had never yielded
to Jesus’ Lordship or His teaching. 1:11-12 tells us Judas failed because he never
received the Word (Jesus and the Bible).

Also, Jesus was reassuring the Eleven that Judas’ betrayal would not nullify
their commission; He was still going to send them as His reps in the world.
They would be sent (apostolos, messengers), having the full authority of the
One who had sent them. In the end, the other apostles saw how God used evil
for good, for the fulfillment of Scripture, and for the redemption of His own.

So, how do we apply these truths? First, when someone comes to us to wash our
feet, to help us with some problem of Biblical sin or error in our lives, if they
speak the Word and do it in love and humility, remember that this person was sent
by Jesus; Jesus is serving us through that individual. Don’t reject the love of Jesus
being expressed through that individual. This thought is based on Gal. 6:1-2.

Second, as we reach out in love and service and humility to touch others
(including the unlovely who are now everywhere in our society) with the love and
message of Jesus, remember Jesus is loving them through us; He’s the only One
who can revolutionize our lives and theirs. It’s like, “When people receive you,
when they allow you to wash their feet, it is as though I Myself am washing their
feet.” That gives great significance to foot-washing. If someone receives us,
they’re actually receiving Jesus and the One who sent Jesus, the Father. We
become part of what could be called ‘the chain of grace’. The Father sends Jesus,
and now Jesus sends us. Being part of that ‘chain of grace’ means you are an
extender of the grace and love and words of God to all those whom God places in
your world. May this passage impact us greatly. Joel
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Introduction Jesus had even washed Judas Iscariot’s feet; He loved him. It
took the apostles a long time to begin to comprehend the intensity of Jesus’
love for them, and the nature of His humility in dealing with them. He loved
them to the end.

:14 We are to share the Word of God (Jesus, the Bible) with others, and be
an example as Jesus was. We are to continually wash each other’s feet by
loving and serving them, whatever that looks like. So, true humility includes
serving one another, not just our Lord and Teacher. Remember Lk. 6:46,
“Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?” We’re to
humbly love, be one, and serve. Jesus clearly set that example.

:15 This is the only place where the word ‘example’ occurs in the four
Gospels.

:15 Remember when Jesus was dealing with the demon-possessed man in
MKk. 5:1-20? This man was “isolated, dwelling among the tombs. He was a
thoroughly unlovely character, and no one would come near him—except
Jesus of Nazareth.” Out of loving, humble service, Jesus cast out the demons.
What did the local townspeople then ask Jesus to do? Leave their region!

:15 An example, not of foot washing, yet, if you want to wash other’s feet,
go for it!

:16 This saying is also found in 15:20, Mt. 10:24; Lk. 6:40, Lk. 22:27.

Do the Lord’s Supper together?

:17 So our prayer needs to be, “Lord, don’t bless what we do but may we do
what You bless!

:18 Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, is talked about in Mt. 10:4, 26:25,48,
27:3; MKk. 3:19, 14:44; LK. 6:16; Jn. 6:71, 12:4, 18:2.

:18 Jesus received Judas “without prejudice or based on performance.”
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Welcome once again to a study of our Lord Jesus. Chapters 13-17 make up
what has been called the Upper Room Discourse; these chapters were
addressed not to unbelievers but to His followers. Chapters 18-21 record
Jesus’ trials, death, burial, resurrection, and appearances.

Once we come to know, believe in, and follow Jesus as the great I AM, not
only will our thinking & actions change, but first, ‘we’ will be changed. God’s
main work is not through us but in us. The emphasis in Jn. 13:1-11 is what
Jesus has done for us. The emphasis in 13:12-20 is how we should respond:
“I have set you an example. You will be blessed if you act in the same way.”

Read 13:1-17. :12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments

(put His outer robe on again) and reclined at the table again, He said to them,
“Do you know (are you progressing in knowledge) what I have done to you?”
:13 “You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am [because
it’s true]. The context for this example and teaching is Jesus’ washing their
feet, then observing the Lord’s Supper with them, during which, according to
LK. 22:24, the apostles began arguing among themselves as to which was the
greatest! Talk about slow learners!! Jesus was modeling & teaching humility,
the opposite of pride; why? Because servanthood and humility, not pride, is
the mark of true greatness. See 1 Pet. 5:5b-7, Phil. 2:3-8, Mk. 10:35-45.
Humility includes serving one another, not just our Lord. What Jesus had
done for them was to provide an example (a model, a pattern to follow) to
learn the importance of humble, loving service. “You call Me Teacher, with
the right to instruct you. You call Me Lord, with the right to command you.
You’re right, I’'m both!” Do you know what I’ve just done to you?

:14 “If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet.” :15 “For I gave you an example that you also
should do as I did to you. (I have given you an example to follow, a pattern to
trace. Do as I have done to you.)”. If I humbly served you by washing your
feet, you should wash one another’s feet. If you truly want to be the ‘greatest’,
then show it by serving all our Lord brings into your sphere of influence,
whether that’s your mate, your children, your parents, your friends, your
neighbors, your fellow-workers, the cashier, your waiter/waitress, etc. And,
if we see a brother or sister struggling and falling off the path, practice Gal.
5:13, 6:1-2, and Phil. 2:1-4 (read). As Jesus did with Judas and Peter, He calls
us to keep loving and moving toward even someone who may end up
betraying or denying us. As Christians, we should be celebrating what God is
doing in each other’s lives and praying for each other, honoring and serving
one another, practicing the ‘one-another’s’ of Scripture. We are to show grace
to each other even as God in Christ showed grace to us (Eph. 4:32). We are to
have a ministry to one another, helping each other keep our spiritual feet clean.

Each one of us is a valuable and spiritually gifted person in the one Body of
Christ. The only authority that matters is that of our Head, our Lord Jesus!
He is our Lord, our Teacher, our Model. Copy His example.

This means the Body gathering, whether in a home or in a Bible study or in
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one another, practicing the ‘one-another’s’ of Scripture. We are to show grace
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a local church meeting, becomes “a place where we can’t wait to get to so we
can see what God is doing in the lives of His people and through His people.”
“Lord, where can You use my life in building up Your Body and touching the
world around me (Eph. 4:12)?” “There can be no true leadership in the Body
except one who has his/her model the Master who does the work of a slave.”

:15 “For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.”
Jesus here reverses the order of the world’s ideas of greatness, rank, and
significance. According to Jesus, to be great in God’s realm you become the
servant of all (Mk. 10:35-45). Where does influence, real authority come
from? It comes from humble, loving service, in spite of the response.

In Jn. 13, the Lord gave an example of humility and love and service. What
Jesus had in mind was not an outward rite but an inner attitude, that of humility
and eagerness to serve. As someone remarked, “Modeling the truth far
outweighs preaching it to the young.” To be able to practice this, we have to
be secure in our identity with God. That was where Jesus started. He knew
who He was, why He had come, and where He was going. May we know who
we are in Him and why we are here and where we are going. Serving one
another. How? Do something that someone needs done.

:16-17 “Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor
is one who is sent [apostolos; the messenger, one who is sent to deliver a
message] greater than the one who sent him. :17 If you (fully) know these
things, you are blessed if you do them. [Now do them! That is the path of
blessing.].” When we are obedient to Jesus’ words (15:14), we will receive a
blessing. Our Lord gives grace to the humble (1 Pet. 5:5b), as we serve one
another. How do we serve? We by faith simply do something that someone
needs done; we keep Jesus’ words. Jesus not only talks about a right attitude
but He also calls us to act on what He said.

As we come to :18-38, we’ll see one who hasn’t received Jesus and one who
will deny Jesus three times! The treachery of Judas Iscariot foretold (:18-21),
the 12 astonished by the news (:22-25), and the traitor addressed by the Lord
(:26-30). In :31-38, Jesus will give them a new commandment and predict
Peter’s denials. We’ll just look at :18-20 in this study (read).

In these verses the dialogue turns to a picture of the betrayer. :18 “I do not
speak of [I am not speaking about] all of you. I (fully) know the ones I have
chosen; but it is that the Scripture [Ps. 41:9] may be fulfilled [will soon come
true], ‘He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.’ Jesus handled
the rejection by Judas as a fulfillment of Scripture and as the Father’s will.

Judas Iscariot looked like a disciple; he even acted like a disciple, but he was
a traitor. It’s not that Judas had to be that betrayer or wasn’t chosen (7:70).
Judas freely chose to do what he did. Lk. 22:22 speaks of God’s sovereignty
in all this, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed. Judas had every
opportunity to turn from his sin; it wasn’t too late. But at this point his mind
was made up. He’s already made plans to betray Jesus (Lk. 22:1-6),

Also notice, Jesus understood Ps. 41:9 and realized Judas was the fulfillment
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of that verse. Jesus accepted Judas’ place leading to His crucifixion. But
please remember, Jesus was not going to be killed by anyone. He was
choosing to die, in our place and for our sins. It was His Father’s will.

Ps. 41:9 To eat bread together was a mark of close fellowship. King David
was lamenting the defection of a trusted confidant. The traitor would come from
among His most intimate friends. Being betrayed by a friend is hard to take: for
no valid reason, your companion gets up & kicks you in the face! That’s what
Judas did to Jesus. Note, in this passage, there is no hint of anger by Jesus,
only of sorrow. The Lord loved Judas. He loved him and kept reaching out
to him. This was “Jesus’ last-ditch stand to reach Judas before it was too late.”

:19 “From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass [before it happens]
so that when it does occur, you may believe that I AM He [the One I claim to
be—I AM!].” T AM—an emphatic form of sp eech. Jesus was not merely asking
for them to believe He was sent by the Father but also that He was Yahweh
(read 8:24,28,58)! 1 AM is God’s OT name, His forever name. He tells them
now so that they will remember afterwards. The Spirit will bring it to mind.

20 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives [accepts, welcomes]
whomever I send (Grk. apostolos, My messenger) receives Me; and he who
receives Me receives Him [the One, the Father] who sent Me.” Failure to receive
Jesus would mean failure to know Jesus’ Father. Judas didn’t receive/welcome/
accept either Jesus or the Father who had sent His Son. Judas had never yielded
to Jesus’ Lordship or His teaching. 1:11-12 tells us Judas failed because he never
received the Word (Jesus and the Bible).

Also, Jesus was reassuring the Eleven that Judas’ betrayal would not nullify
their commission; He was still going to send them as His reps in the world.
They would be sent (apostolos, messengers), having the full authority of the
One who had sent them. In the end, the other apostles saw how God used evil
for good, for the fulfillment of Scripture, and for the redemption of His own.

So, how do we apply these truths? First, when someone comes to us to wash our
feet, to help us with some problem of Biblical sin or error in our lives, if they
speak the Word and do it in love and humility, remember that this person was sent
by Jesus; Jesus is serving us through that individual. Don’t reject the love of Jesus
being expressed through that individual. This thought is based on Gal. 6:1-2.

Second, as we reach out in love and service and humility to touch others
(including the unlovely who are now everywhere in our society) with the love and
message of Jesus, remember Jesus is loving them through us; He’s the only One
who can revolutionize our lives and theirs. It’s like, “When people receive you,
when they allow you to wash their feet, it is as though I Myself am washing their
feet.” That gives great significance to foot-washing. If someone receives us,
they’re actually receiving Jesus and the One who sent Jesus, the Father. We
become part of what could be called ‘the chain of grace’. The Father sends Jesus,
and now Jesus sends us. Being part of that ‘chain of grace’ means you are an
extender of the grace and love and words of God to all those whom God places in
your world. May this passage impact us greatly. Joel
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John 13:12-20 notes

Introduction Jesus had even washed Judas Iscariot’s feet; He loved him. It
took the apostles a long time to begin to comprehend the intensity of Jesus’
love for them, and the nature of His humility in dealing with them. He loved
them to the end.

:14 We are to share the Word of God (Jesus, the Bible) with others, and be
an example as Jesus was. We are to continually wash each other’s feet by
loving and serving them, whatever that looks like. So, true humility includes
serving one another, not just our Lord and Teacher. Remember LK. 6:46,
“Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?” We’re to
humbly love, be one, and serve. Jesus clearly set that example.

:15 This is the only place where the word ‘example’ occurs in the four
Gospels.

:15 Remember when Jesus was dealing with the demon-possessed man in
MKk. 5:1-20? This man was “isolated, dwelling among the tombs. He was a
thoroughly unlovely character, and no one would come near him—except
Jesus of Nazareth.” Out of loving, humble service, Jesus cast out the demons.
What did the local townspeople then ask Jesus to do? Leave their region!

:15 An example, not of foot washing, yet, if you want to wash other’s feet,
go for it!

:16 This saying is also found in 15:20, Mt. 10:24; Lk. 6:40, Lk. 22:27.

Do the Lord’s Supper together?

:17 So our prayer needs to be, “Lord, don’t bless what we do but may we do
what You bless!

:18 Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, is talked about in Mt. 10:4, 26:25,48,
27:3; MKk. 3:19, 14:44; Lk. 6:16; Jn. 6:71, 12:4, 18:2.

:18 Jesus received Judas “without prejudice or based on performance.”
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