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  How can a society turn its back on God and get away with it?  Why isn’t God 
judging at least those who claim they are His followers and yet are not living 
like it?  Why is God silent?  Why does evil go unpunished?  Why doesn’t God 
respond to my prayers?  Why does God allow certain things to happen?  Why 
is He delaying judgment?  Or, if I described a nation as “violent, sinful, 
wicked, destructive, where people love to argue and fight, where the law has 
become paralyzed and useless, where justice is not given in the courts, the 
wicked far outnumber the righteous, justice comes out perverted, where “In 
God We Trust” is a meaningless slogan”, what nation would I be describing?  
Haven’t we all expressed these doubts and questions?  If you’ve had any of 
these questions, Habakkuk is the book for you!   
  Who is the writer?  Habakkuk was an Old Testament prophet.  We know no 
more about him than what 1:1 and 3:19b reveal (read).  Habakkuk may have 
been a member of the temple choir (hence a Levite), even one of its musical 
directors. His name means either a garden plant (an Assyrian word) or 
embrace (which has a Hebrew root).  Whatever his name means, Habakkuk 
was a prophet of God, a contemporary of Zephaniah and Jeremiah, who also 
predicted the Babylonian (Chaldean) invasion & the destruction of Jerusalem.   
  What is the date?  Between 612 and 605 B.C.  The book is set against a 
background of the decline of the Judean kingdom.  The northern kingdom 
known as Israel (composed of 10 tribes) had already been taken into captivity 
to Assyria, and now the southern kingdom (composed of the two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin but known as Judah) was on the verge of captivity.  Most 
likely Jehoiakim was the king (609-598 B.C.); he was evil, ungodly, rebellious 
(2 Kings 23:34-24:7, 2 Chron. 36:5-8, Jer. 22:17).  So the book was probably 
written between the 612 B.C. destruction of Nineveh and the 605 B.C. defeat 
of Egypt.  For the next 20 years Judah was at the mercy of the Babylonians 
(the Chaldeans) and finally carried away into captivity in 586 B.C. 
  The purpose of the book?  Most OT prophets proclaimed divine judgment; 
Habakkuk pleaded for divine judgment!  He did not talk for God to the people 
but to God about His people.  At the beginning of the book, God’s prophet 
was confused because God’s character seems to be contradicted by His 
inaction and silence.  Even Habakkuk’s prayers didn’t seem to be heard by 
God.  “How long, O Yahweh, will I call for help, and You will not hear?” 
  This is a book intended to encourage believers to trust God regardless.  Faith 
in God is the way to live and walk.  There are many lessons interspersed 
throughout the book.  (1) Learn to look to God and His character rather than 
focus on the circumstances.  (2) Learn that it is God, who can use anyone/ 
anything, even nations, who decides their actions and timing.  (3) All history 
is hastening to God’s conclusion; it’s certain, it’s right.  When we learn these 
lessons, the answer to Habakkuk’s “WHY?” is “WHO!” and fear turns to faith, 
faith in our remarkable God!   
  What is an outline of the book?  1:1-4 Habakkuk’s 1st problem:  Why do the 
sins of God’s people go unpunished?  Why does God sometimes seem 
indifferent, insensitive?  1:5-11 God’s solution:  The Chaldeans will judge  
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Judea.  1:12-2:1 Habakkuk’s 2nd problem:  How can a holy God use an unholy 
instrument?  2:2-20 God’s solution:  The righteous will live by faith, and, the 
Chaldeans will be punished.  3:1-19 Building on God’s character and past 
actions, Habakkuk trembles, rejoices, and trusts.  All three at the same time! 
 
  READ 1:1-4. HABAKKUK’S FIRST PROBLEM:  “WHY DO THE SINS OF GOD’S 
PEOPLE GO UNPUNISHED?”  :1 The oracle which Habakkuk the prophet saw.  
This is the message that the prophet Habakkuk received from Yahweh in a 
vision.  “Oracle” can mean utterance or burden, what is lifted up.  A heavy 
weight rested on Habakkuk’s shoulders.  He had a number of unanswered 
questions which were leading to a number of complaints.  He wrote out what 
he saw.  With God’s answers, “his prophetic eye pierces into the future”. 
  :2 How long, O Yahweh, will I call for help, and You will not hear?  The 
first part of the book is filled with Habakkuk’s questions of God.  “O Yahweh, 
Your lack of response doesn’t seem to go along with what I know of You.”  
Yahweh means ‘the self-existent one, the One who always is, I AM all that 
you need.’  “Why aren’t You DOING something, covenant, personal, all-
sufficient Lord?  What will be the date of Your help?  Would You mind telling 
me how and when? You appear unhearing of my prayers. You appear 
indifferent to Your people’s sins.  What’s up?  I’m confused about Your 
silence, about the evil going on with Your people, with how Your character 
seems to be contradicted by Your inaction.  How long?  Why?  Why don’t 
You hear?  Why don’t You help?”  I do like this about Habakkuk:  He went to 
the One who could help, who could answer, who could do something about 
his complaints.  Habakkuk went to Yahweh Himself.  Go to our Lord with our 
questions and complaints because He can do something about them! 
  I cry out to You, “Violence!” yet You do not save.  Habakkuk was concerned 
about the awfulness of sin and the need for judgment on God’s part.  “You 
haven’t judged the moral depravity of Judah!  I cry out to You, ‘Violence!’,” 
which is the idea of wrong of which physical wrong is only one possible 
expression.  Look at the words that are used to describe Judah:  violent, sinful, 
wicked, destructive, strife, contention, lawless, no justice, perverted justice.   
  “I cry out but You don’t save!”  Habakkuk’s expected response from the 
Lord was that He should save.  Save means to deliver from what oppresses or 
restricts.  The prophet wanted a cleansing, a purging, discipline, and revival 
among the people.  He thought these things were the answers.  But Yahweh 
wasn’t acting in accordance with Habakkuk’s prayers; in fact, Habakkuk 
thought Yahweh wasn’t acting at all!  “I’m calling; don’t You hear?  Why 
don’t You act?  Why are You silent?  Do what I want You to do!”  For some 
of us, if God hasn’t answered in two days, we think He’s unconcerned! 
  :3 Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness?  
Yes, destruction and violence are before me; strife exists and contention 
arises.  “Wherever I look, I see destruction and violence.  I am surrounded by 
people who love to argue and fight.  You make me see iniquity, yet You seem 
to be indifferent.  The Judeans were immoral (2 Kings 23:7); they were even  
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sacrificing children to fire (2 Kings 23:10).  Violence and wickedness were 
pervasive, existing unchecked.  They were oppressing their neighbors, 
maliciously intending to injure others, every form of quarreling.  There was 
the disintegration of a society into factions.  This was between the Judean 
people themselves, not between the Judeans and another nation.  To have a 
righteous, holy, personal God see the evil and even expose Habakkuk to it but 
Himself do nothing about it seemed beyond Habakkuk’s comprehension. 
  :4 Therefore the law is ignored and justice is never upheld.  For the wicked 
surround the righteous; therefore justice comes out perverted.  Therefore the 
law has become paralyzed and useless, and there is no justice given in the 
courts.  The wicked far outnumber the righteous, and justice is bent.  The 
wicked hem in the righteous; justice is twisted.  What a sad description!  The 
greatest tragedy was the people’s neglect of God and His law.  Ignored means 
numb, paralyzed.  There was no respect being given to God’s authoritative 
Word.  They may take an oath on it, but they didn’t care about the content.  
Those entrusted with governing did not apply the law honestly, justly.  The 
few righteous people remaining were surrounded, hedged in, by the wicked. 
Justice was perverted, bent or twisted out of shape; it was twisted and turned 
until it came out injustice!  Laws legalizing sin, shielding the guilty, punishing 
the innocent. Abortion, pornography, the divorce rate, drunkenness, legalizing 
sin, immorality, drugs; go through the list in Rom. 1:18-32 and 2 Tim. 3:1-7 to 
read the results of not honoring God as God and suppressing His truth. 
  So here we have God’s called ones—willfully sinning, hurting one another, 
everything anti-God.  They thought nothing could happen to them!  And it’s 
the same in our day:  few believe in the judgment of God.  And the questions 
do come to mind for those who believe in His judgment:  “Has God forgotten?  
Does He care?  Has He lost His power?  Why must the righteous suffer while 
the wicked flourish?”  From Habakkuk’s perspective, it seemed the people had 
passed the point of no return.  What’s it like where you now live? 
  God would agree.  Jer. 7:5-16 indicate Judah was not practicing justice, they 
were oppressing the stranger, the orphan, the widow, they were even shedding 
blood, they were walking after other gods.  They were stealing, committing 
adultery, lying, offering sacrifices to the false god Baal.  They were a wicked 
people.  Finally Yahweh told Jeremiah: “As for you, do not pray for this 
people, and do not lift up cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with 
Me; for I do not hear you (7:16).  Therefore do not pray for this people, nor 
lift up a cry or prayer for them; for I will not listen when they call to Me 
because of their disaster (Jer. 11:14).” 
  Habakkuk couldn’t figure out why God wasn’t acting in judgment.  This 
delay in judgment did seem a blot on God’s character, His holiness, His 
justice, His love, His wisdom.  In Habakkuk’s mind, drastic action by God 
was the only alternative. “Do something, and do it now!” Yet remember 2 Pet. 
3:9:  The Lord is not slow…but patient, wishing for all to come to repentance. 
  A terrible thought came to mind as I was studying this passage:  What if God 
were unkind or unwise enough to answer some of our prayers in our way,  
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and at once!  I thank Him that He doesn’t!  He’s Yahweh, worthy of our trust, 
worthy of our lives, in every way, in every situation.  For His followers, the 
questions are:  “Will we trust Him even when He’s silent?  Will we trust Him 
even when He appears to be indifferent?  Will we trust Him even when He is 
allowing certain things to happen?  Will we trust Him—regardless?” 
  Many of us can identify with this OT prophet with conditions as they are 
among those who claim to be followers of Jesus or among the citizens of the 
United States or even the world. 
  Let’s learn some lessons from what’s coming in future verses of Habakkuk:  
It’s as though God answers, “I am aware of what’s going on, and I am going 
to act.  I’m going to use a disciplinary instrument (the Chaldeans) you can’t 
imagine.  You let Me decide how I’m going to work because I’ll work out of 
My love, out of My wisdom, out of My justice, out of My power, out of My 
holiness.  I’ll take care of Judah; I’ll take care of the Chaldeans.  I’ve done it 
in the past; I’ll do it again.  Because of Who I am and what I’ve done, you can 
trust Me.  That’s what I want you to do no matter what is taking place or what 
is going to happen:  Trust Me.  As I later reveal in this prophecy: ‘The 
righteous will live by his/her faith in Me (2:4).’” 
  The lessons we can learn include the following:  History is under Divine 
control.  God started history, He is controlling history, He will end history.  He 
has a purpose in it all, and that purpose is to bring praise and glory to Himself.  
This is what every individual, every church, and every nation should desire—
that everything we think and do and say is in the name of the Lord Jesus, to 
the praise of God the Father, so the heart/nature/essence of who God is is 
displayed.  It’s as though God needs to remind us:  “I don’t need to stop to 
consult you.  I have My ways, I have My time, I do what’s best.  What we 
need to ask when something happens is, “What is the relevance of this to Your 
kingdom, God?  What are You trying to teach us through this?”  We need to 
judge every event in the light of God’s great, eternal, and glorious purposes.   
  Let’s read through 2 Cor. 4:7-11 to see how God uses even afflictions 
(pressures), perplexities (not knowing what to do), persecutions (ridicule), and 
being struck down (tragedies) to reveal the life of Jesus in and through us.  
The end result is so that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God 
and not from ourselves; the attention focuses on honoring God and not on any 
human being.  There’s an excellent example of 4:7-11 in action in 2 Cor. 1:8-
10.  Paul was burdened excessively, beyond his strength; he despaired even of 
life (he had the death sentence within himself); SO THAT he would trust in God 
who raises the dead.  This is how God uses the events of life.  It gives 
everything such meaning and purpose!  Even the confusion Habakkuk 
experienced would be used by God to bring him to the place of worship.  
 Let’s close by reading Habakkuk’s exclamation point in 3:16-19. 
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  How can a society turn its back on God and get away with it?  Why isn’t God 
judging at least those who claim they are His followers and yet are not living 
like it?  Why is God silent?  Why does evil go unpunished?  Why doesn’t God 
respond to my prayers?  Why does God allow certain things to happen?  Why 
is He delaying judgment?  Or, if I described a nation as “violent, sinful, 
wicked, destructive, where people love to argue and fight, where the law has 
become paralyzed and useless, where justice is not given in the courts, the 
wicked far outnumber the righteous, justice comes out perverted, where “In 
God We Trust” is a meaningless slogan”, what nation would I be describing?  
Haven’t we all expressed these doubts and questions?  If you’ve had any of 
these questions, Habakkuk is the book for you!   
  Who is the writer?  Habakkuk was an Old Testament prophet.  We know no 
more about him than what 1:1 and 3:19b reveal (read).  Habakkuk may have 
been a member of the temple choir (hence a Levite), even one of its musical 
directors. His name means either a garden plant (an Assyrian word) or 
embrace (which has a Hebrew root).  Whatever his name means, Habakkuk 
was a prophet of God, a contemporary of Zephaniah and Jeremiah, who also 
predicted the Babylonian (Chaldean) invasion & the destruction of Jerusalem.   
  What is the date?  Between 612 and 605 B.C.  The book is set against a 
background of the decline of the Judean kingdom.  The northern kingdom 
known as Israel (composed of 10 tribes) had already been taken into captivity 
to Assyria, and now the southern kingdom (composed of the two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin but known as Judah) was on the verge of captivity.  Most 
likely Jehoiakim was the king (609-598 B.C.); he was evil, ungodly, rebellious 
(2 Kings 23:34-24:7, 2 Chron. 36:5-8, Jer. 22:17).  So the book was probably 
written between the 612 B.C. destruction of Nineveh and the 605 B.C. defeat 
of Egypt.  For the next 20 years Judah was at the mercy of the Babylonians 
(the Chaldeans) and finally carried away into captivity in 586 B.C. 
  The purpose of the book?  Most OT prophets proclaimed divine judgment; 
Habakkuk pleaded for divine judgment!  He did not talk for God to the people 
but to God about His people.  At the beginning of the book, God’s prophet 
was confused because God’s character seems to be contradicted by His 
inaction and silence.  Even Habakkuk’s prayers didn’t seem to be heard by 
God.  “How long, O Yahweh, will I call for help, and You will not hear?” 
  This is a book intended to encourage believers to trust God regardless.  Faith 
in God is the way to live and walk.  There are many lessons interspersed 
throughout the book.  (1) Learn to look to God and His character rather than 
focus on the circumstances.  (2) Learn that it is God, who can use anyone/ 
anything, even nations, who decides their actions and timing.  (3) All history 
is hastening to God’s conclusion; it’s certain, it’s right.  When we learn these 
lessons, the answer to Habakkuk’s “WHY?” is “WHO!” and fear turns to faith, 
faith in our remarkable God!   
  What is an outline of the book?  1:1-4 Habakkuk’s 1st problem:  Why do the 
sins of God’s people go unpunished?  Why does God sometimes seem 
indifferent, insensitive?  1:5-11 God’s solution:  The Chaldeans will judge  
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Judea.  1:12-2:1 Habakkuk’s 2nd problem:  How can a holy God use an unholy 
instrument?  2:2-20 God’s solution:  The righteous will live by faith, and, the 
Chaldeans will be punished.  3:1-19 Building on God’s character and past 
actions, Habakkuk trembles, rejoices, and trusts.  All three at the same time! 
 
  READ 1:1-4. HABAKKUK’S FIRST PROBLEM:  “WHY DO THE SINS OF GOD’S 
PEOPLE GO UNPUNISHED?”  :1 The oracle which Habakkuk the prophet saw.  
This is the message that the prophet Habakkuk received from Yahweh in a 
vision.  “Oracle” can mean utterance or burden, what is lifted up.  A heavy 
weight rested on Habakkuk’s shoulders.  He had a number of unanswered 
questions which were leading to a number of complaints.  He wrote out what 
he saw.  With God’s answers, “his prophetic eye pierces into the future”. 
  :2 How long, O Yahweh, will I call for help, and You will not hear?  The 
first part of the book is filled with Habakkuk’s questions of God.  “O Yahweh, 
Your lack of response doesn’t seem to go along with what I know of You.”  
Yahweh means ‘the self-existent one, the One who always is, I AM all that 
you need.’  “Why aren’t You DOING something, covenant, personal, all-
sufficient Lord?  What will be the date of Your help?  Would You mind telling 
me how and when? You appear unhearing of my prayers. You appear 
indifferent to Your people’s sins.  What’s up?  I’m confused about Your 
silence, about the evil going on with Your people, with how Your character 
seems to be contradicted by Your inaction.  How long?  Why?  Why don’t 
You hear?  Why don’t You help?”  I do like this about Habakkuk:  He went to 
the One who could help, who could answer, who could do something about 
his complaints.  Habakkuk went to Yahweh Himself.  Go to our Lord with our 
questions and complaints because He can do something about them! 
  I cry out to You, “Violence!” yet You do not save.  Habakkuk was concerned 
about the awfulness of sin and the need for judgment on God’s part.  “You 
haven’t judged the moral depravity of Judah!  I cry out to You, ‘Violence!’,” 
which is the idea of wrong of which physical wrong is only one possible 
expression.  Look at the words that are used to describe Judah:  violent, sinful, 
wicked, destructive, strife, contention, lawless, no justice, perverted justice.   
  “I cry out but You don’t save!”  Habakkuk’s expected response from the 
Lord was that He should save.  Save means to deliver from what oppresses or 
restricts.  The prophet wanted a cleansing, a purging, discipline, and revival 
among the people.  He thought these things were the answers.  But Yahweh 
wasn’t acting in accordance with Habakkuk’s prayers; in fact, Habakkuk 
thought Yahweh wasn’t acting at all!  “I’m calling; don’t You hear?  Why 
don’t You act?  Why are You silent?  Do what I want You to do!”  For some 
of us, if God hasn’t answered in two days, we think He’s unconcerned! 
  :3 Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness?  
Yes, destruction and violence are before me; strife exists and contention 
arises.  “Wherever I look, I see destruction and violence.  I am surrounded by 
people who love to argue and fight.  You make me see iniquity, yet You seem 
to be indifferent.  The Judeans were immoral (2 Kings 23:7); they were even  
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sacrificing children to fire (2 Kings 23:10).  Violence and wickedness were 
pervasive, existing unchecked.  They were oppressing their neighbors, 
maliciously intending to injure others, every form of quarreling.  There was 
the disintegration of a society into factions.  This was between the Judean 
people themselves, not between the Judeans and another nation.  To have a 
righteous, holy, personal God see the evil and even expose Habakkuk to it but 
Himself do nothing about it seemed beyond Habakkuk’s comprehension. 
  :4 Therefore the law is ignored and justice is never upheld.  For the wicked 
surround the righteous; therefore justice comes out perverted.  Therefore the 
law has become paralyzed and useless, and there is no justice given in the 
courts.  The wicked far outnumber the righteous, and justice is bent.  The 
wicked hem in the righteous; justice is twisted.  What a sad description!  The 
greatest tragedy was the people’s neglect of God and His law.  Ignored means 
numb, paralyzed.  There was no respect being given to God’s authoritative 
Word.  They may take an oath on it, but they didn’t care about the content.  
Those entrusted with governing did not apply the law honestly, justly.  The 
few righteous people remaining were surrounded, hedged in, by the wicked. 
Justice was perverted, bent or twisted out of shape; it was twisted and turned 
until it came out injustice!  Laws legalizing sin, shielding the guilty, punishing 
the innocent. Abortion, pornography, the divorce rate, drunkenness, legalizing 
sin, immorality, drugs; go through the list in Rom. 1:18-32 and 2 Tim. 3:1-7 to 
read the results of not honoring God as God and suppressing His truth. 
  So here we have God’s called ones—willfully sinning, hurting one another, 
everything anti-God.  They thought nothing could happen to them!  And it’s 
the same in our day:  few believe in the judgment of God.  And the questions 
do come to mind for those who believe in His judgment:  “Has God forgotten?  
Does He care?  Has He lost His power?  Why must the righteous suffer while 
the wicked flourish?”  From Habakkuk’s perspective, it seemed the people had 
passed the point of no return.  What’s it like where you now live? 
  God would agree.  Jer. 7:5-16 indicate Judah was not practicing justice, they 
were oppressing the stranger, the orphan, the widow, they were even shedding 
blood, they were walking after other gods.  They were stealing, committing 
adultery, lying, offering sacrifices to the false god Baal.  They were a wicked 
people.  Finally Yahweh told Jeremiah: “As for you, do not pray for this 
people, and do not lift up cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with 
Me; for I do not hear you (7:16).  Therefore do not pray for this people, nor 
lift up a cry or prayer for them; for I will not listen when they call to Me 
because of their disaster (Jer. 11:14).” 
  Habakkuk couldn’t figure out why God wasn’t acting in judgment.  This 
delay in judgment did seem a blot on God’s character, His holiness, His 
justice, His love, His wisdom.  In Habakkuk’s mind, drastic action by God 
was the only alternative. “Do something, and do it now!” Yet remember 2 Pet. 
3:9:  The Lord is not slow…but patient, wishing for all to come to repentance. 
  A terrible thought came to mind as I was studying this passage:  What if God 
were unkind or unwise enough to answer some of our prayers in our way,  
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and at once!  I thank Him that He doesn’t!  He’s Yahweh, worthy of our trust, 
worthy of our lives, in every way, in every situation.  For His followers, the 
questions are:  “Will we trust Him even when He’s silent?  Will we trust Him 
even when He appears to be indifferent?  Will we trust Him even when He is 
allowing certain things to happen?  Will we trust Him—regardless?” 
  Many of us can identify with this OT prophet with conditions as they are 
among those who claim to be followers of Jesus or among the citizens of the 
United States or even the world. 
  Let’s learn some lessons from what’s coming in future verses of Habakkuk:  
It’s as though God answers, “I am aware of what’s going on, and I am going 
to act.  I’m going to use a disciplinary instrument (the Chaldeans) you can’t 
imagine.  You let Me decide how I’m going to work because I’ll work out of 
My love, out of My wisdom, out of My justice, out of My power, out of My 
holiness.  I’ll take care of Judah; I’ll take care of the Chaldeans.  I’ve done it 
in the past; I’ll do it again.  Because of Who I am and what I’ve done, you can 
trust Me.  That’s what I want you to do no matter what is taking place or what 
is going to happen:  Trust Me.  As I later reveal in this prophecy: ‘The 
righteous will live by his/her faith in Me (2:4).’” 
  The lessons we can learn include the following:  History is under Divine 
control.  God started history, He is controlling history, He will end history.  He 
has a purpose in it all, and that purpose is to bring praise and glory to Himself.  
This is what every individual, every church, and every nation should desire—
that everything we think and do and say is in the name of the Lord Jesus, to 
the praise of God the Father, so the heart/nature/essence of who God is is 
displayed.  It’s as though God needs to remind us:  “I don’t need to stop to 
consult you.  I have My ways, I have My time, I do what’s best.  What we 
need to ask when something happens is, “What is the relevance of this to Your 
kingdom, God?  What are You trying to teach us through this?”  We need to 
judge every event in the light of God’s great, eternal, and glorious purposes.   
  Let’s read through 2 Cor. 4:7-11 to see how God uses even afflictions 
(pressures), perplexities (not knowing what to do), persecutions (ridicule), and 
being struck down (tragedies) to reveal the life of Jesus in and through us.  
The end result is so that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God 
and not from ourselves; the attention focuses on honoring God and not on any 
human being.  There’s an excellent example of 4:7-11 in action in 2 Cor. 1:8-
10.  Paul was burdened excessively, beyond his strength; he despaired even of 
life (he had the death sentence within himself); SO THAT he would trust in God 
who raises the dead.  This is how God uses the events of life.  It gives 
everything such meaning and purpose!  Even the confusion Habakkuk 
experienced would be used by God to bring him to the place of worship.  
 Let’s close by reading Habakkuk’s exclamation point in 3:16-19. 
 
 


